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Prime Minister of Croatia H.E. Mr. Andrej Plenković received the Ambassador of India to Croatia, H.E. Mr. 
Arun Goel, on the 17th of January 2025.  During the meeting were exchanged the common intention to 
further strengthen bilateral relations between Croatia and India, especially in economic cooperation and 
cultural exchange. 

 
 

 

 

 
 Prime Minister of Croatia H.E. Mr. Andrej Plenković received the 

Ambassador of India to Croatia, H.E. Mr. Arun Goel 
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One of the largest gatherings of Indians and friends of India celebrated the 76th Republic Day of India at the 
Chancery premises with great fervour and enthusiasm. The National flag was unfurled by the Ambassador 
of India to Croatia, Mr. Arun Goel, followed by singing the National Anthem and reading the Hon'ble President 
of India's address to the Nation. Attendees were treated to a sumptuous Indian meal with hot Tea. 

 

 

 
 

76th Republic Day of India  
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Ministry of Information & Broadcasting, Government of India has launched the ‘WAVES’ OTT platform on 20th 
November 2024 at the opening ceremony of 55th International Film Festival of India (IFFI) in Goa.   
 
With the launch of the platform, Prasar Bharati, India’s iconic public broadcaster, has ventured into the platform 
space to cater to the growing demand for digital streaming services.   
 
The platform aims to revive nostalgia while embracing modern digital trends by offering a rich mix of classic 
content and contemporary programming. 
 
The platform brings a wide range of content for wholesome family viewing, including TV shows, movies, 
games, music, live podcasts, and e-commerce via CSC-SPV’s ONDC platform supporting MSMEs.  With 
Genre like mythology, drama, and thrillers, it promotes social messages like women empowerment and 
Swachh Bharat, featuring ad-supported integration for inclusive advertising opportunities. 
 
News clip on Youtube: https://youtu.be/DasfNemC0s8?si=imYx8duwcWloNryO  
 
The WAVES OTT App can be downloaded from Google’s Play Store and Apple’s App Store.  Please download 
and experience the new wave of entertainment. 
 
 
 
 
 

‘WAVES’ OTT platform was launched on 20th November 2024 at the 
opening ceremony of 55th International Film Festival of India (IFFI) in Goa 

 

https://youtu.be/DasfNemC0s8?si=imYx8duwcWloNryO
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Indian Economy on the Transformational Paths 

Microsoft announces US$3 billion AI and cloud investment in India 
Microsoft has announced a US$3 billion investment to expand its artificial intelligence (AI) and cloud 
computing capabilities in India, marking the tech giant’s largest single expansion. This move reflects 
India’s growing importance in the global AI landscape, with its rapidly evolving developer community 
and robust technology services sector. Microsoft CEO Satya Nadella emphasised AI’s transformative 
potential in India, noting the diffusion rate of AI across the country as “exciting.” This expansion will 
include enhanced regional cloud infrastructure. Microsoft’s Azure platform already operates across 
Central, South, West, and South-Central India. Partnerships like those with Jio will play a key role in 
this regional growth. Nadella also announced plans to train 10 million Indians in AI skills by 2030. 
 
India-EU free trade agreement sees significant progress 
According to an official statement, negotiations for the India-European Union (EU) Free Trade 
Agreement (FTA) have made substantial progress. The update follows Commerce and Industry 
Minister Piyush Goyal’s visit to Brussels, where he held discussions with European Trade 
Commissioner Maros Sefcovic. During the meeting, the two leaders reviewed the ongoing 
negotiations and agreed to advance a commercially meaningful trade agenda. The 10th round of 
negotiations is set to take place from March 10 to 14 in Brussels. In the ninth round, discussions 
covered a range of issues, including goods, services, investment, government procurement, rules of 
origin, sanitary and phytosanitary (SPS) measures, and technical trade barriers. India and the 27-
nation EU bloc resumed talks in June 2022 after an eight-year hiatus, following a breakdown in 2013 
due to unresolved differences. Since then, both sides have worked toward bridging gaps to finalise 
a robust agreement. 
 
India to become the fourth largest global economy by 2026: PHDCCI 
India is on track to become the fourth-largest global economy by 2026, surpassing Japan, according 
to projections by the PHD Chamber of Commerce and Industry (PHDCCI). The chamber has forecast 
GDP growth rates of 6.8% for FY24 and 7.7% for FY26, reflecting the resilience of the Indian 
economy amid global challenges. The industry body emphasised the importance of promising 
sectors such as agriculture, food processing, fintech, renewable energy, and semiconductors in 
sustaining India’s growth trajectory. It underscored the need to commit to sustainable development 
to attract global investments and ensure long-term progress. To accelerate growth, PHDCCI 
proposed a comprehensive five-pronged strategy, including increased capital expenditure, enhanced 
ease of doing business, reduced business costs, focused on labour-intensive manufacturing, and 
greater integration into global value chains. 
 
India’s digital economy to outpace national growth by 2030 
India’s digital economy is poised for extraordinary growth, outpacing the overall economy and 
contributing nearly one-fifth of the country’s national income by 2029-2030, according to a new report 
by the Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology (MeitY) titled ‘Estimation and 
Measurement of India’s Digital Economy’. The report is the first comprehensive effort to quantify the 
value addition and employment generated by India’s rapidly growing digital sector. The report 
highlights the digital economy’s transformative potential, noting that its contribution is expected to 
surpass agriculture and manufacturing in the next six years. It forecasts that the highest growth in 
the short term will come from digital intermediaries and platforms, followed by increased digital 
diffusion across the economy. As the sector matures, the share of digitally enabling ICT industries 
will gradually decrease. In the fiscal year 2022-23, the digital economy contributed 11.74% of India’s 

national income, equivalent to Rs 28.94 trillion ($368 billion) in Gross Value Added (GVA) and Rs 
31.64 trillion ($402 billion) in GDP. According to MeitY’s estimates, this share is projected to 
rise to 13.42% by 2024-25. 
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On 30th January 2025, our Nation is paying Homage to Mahatma Gandhi on his 77th Anniversary of 
Martyrdom and saluting other leaders who sacrificed their lives for the freedom of the country on this solemn 
day. In this context, we are pleased to share a talk by Dr Shobhana Radhakrishna titled “The Enduring 
Legacy of Mahatma Gandhi: A Pathway to Global Peace” as a tribute to his leadership and service to 
humanity in fostering a peaceful world. You can watch the Lecture at the following link.  

 

https://www.facebook.com/IndiainCroatia/videos/633221499284108
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Indian Technical and Economic Cooperation Programme,  ITEC for 
Croatian government officials  

 

 

Mr. Stjepan Mandic (top right picture) was briefed by Shri Chander Mohan, SS Pol & HOC and Shri K.V. 
Rao, Attache (ITEC) on 22 January 2025 at Chancery before his departure to India to attend the ITEC 
course 'Project and Risk Management for Public Works conducted at the Indian Institute of Public 
Administration, New Delhi from 12 - 25 February 2025.  
 
Mrs. Vesna Lipavić and Jelena Hodak (top left picture) were briefed by Shri Chander Mohan, SS Pol & HOC 

and Shri K.V. Rao, Attache (ITEC) on 28 January 2025 at Chancery before their departure to India to attend 

the ITEC course 'Use of Data Analytic and Emerging Technologies in Audit' conducted at the International 

Centre for Information Systems and Audit from 05-Feb-2025 To 28-Feb-2025.  

The Indian Technical and Economic Cooperation Programme,  ITEC  for short, is the leading capacity 

building platform of the Ministry Of External Affairs, Government of India.  Instituted in 1964, ITEC is one of 

the oldest institutionalized arrangements for international capacity building having trained more than 

200,000 officials from 160+ countries in both the civilian and in the defence sector. 

The Government of India bears the entire expenditure for ITEC training in India, which includes airfare, 

tuition fees, living allowances, medical expenses, book grants. 

Interested government officials can apply at https://www.indianembassyzagreb.gov.in/page/itec-fsi/ 

 

 

 

https://www.indianembassyzagreb.gov.in/page/itec-fsi/
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Ambassador Arun Goel visit to the Castle Trakoscan 

 
During his visit to Varaždin County, Ambassador Arun Goel visited Castle Trakoscan on the 13th January, 
one of the most attractive castles in Croatia from the 13th Century, and met with the Director of the castle 
and Friend of India Mrs. Goranka Horjan. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ambassador Arun Goel visited Marija Bistrica  

 
Ambassador Arun Goel was welcomed by the Mayor of Marija Bistrica Municipality Josip Milički on the 14th 
January, the Director of the Marija Bistrica Municipality Tourist Board Marija Klenkar, and the President of 
the Committee for Coordination of Committees at the Municipal Council of Marija Bistrica Municipality Veljko 
Mahmet. 
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As part of his official visit, the Indian Ambassador visited the office of the Varaždin Tourist Board, where he 

was briefly introduced to the destination of Varaždin as an attractive tourist destination. Head of Destination 

Product Development at the Varaždin Tourist Board, Smiljana Mlakar, highlighted the rich cultural and 

historical heritage of Croatia's first UNESCO City of Music and the diverse range of events that attract 

visitors from all over Croatia and abroad. 

 

 

 

 
 

Ambassador Arun Goel visited the City of Varaždin and was received 
by the Mayor of the City of Varaždin, Neven Bosilj 

 
Ambassador Arun Goel visited the City of Varaždin on 13th January 2025. The Ambassador was received by the 
Mayor of the City of Varaždin, Neven Bosilj, and the Head of the Administrative Department for Economic Activities, 
Slađana Miočić. During the reception, numerous topics were discussed, such as cultural exchange, tourism, and 
education, with special attention paid to the issue of integration of Indian workers who are in increased numbers 
coming to Varaždin. Mayor Bosilj presented numerous investment opportunities in the city, highlighting the Varaždin 
airport and the attractive Brezje economic zone, which offer great potential for development. Ambassador Goel 
praised the investment opportunities in Varaždin and expressed his satisfaction with the city's potential and openness 
to cooperation. 
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In Varaždin, at the Faculty of Organization and Informatics, a meeting was held between the Dean of the Faculty, Prof. 

Dr. Sc. Marina Klačmer Čalopa, and the Ambassador of India to Croatia, Arun Goel on the 13th January during which 

the previous activities and future steps in cooperation between FOI and Indian institutions were discussed.  

Ambassador Goel is actively working to strengthen relations between Croatia and India in the fields of education, culture 

and economy. At the FOI, the Ambassador met with the Dean and Vice-Dean for Science, Projects and International 

Cooperation, Assoc. Prof. Dr. Sc. Martina Tomičić Furjan, and the Head of the International Cooperation Office, Izabela 

Oletić Tušek, to discuss the possibilities and expansion of cooperation between the Faculty of Organization and 

Informatics and the Indian Embassy in Croatia.  

Cooperation with Indian institutions represents significant potential not only for FOI, but also for the University of Zagreb 

as a whole. It is expected that further discussions with the Embassy and partners from India will result in concrete steps 

towards enhancing academic exchange and joint research projects. Academically, FOI currently collaborates 

with Sharda University, one of the most prestigious private academic institutions in Delhi. The collaboration began in 

2021 with the signing of a Memorandum of Understanding on Academic Cooperation and an Agreement on Bilateral 

Student Exchange. The main objective of the collaboration was to encourage staff and student exchange and enable 

joint research and project initiatives.  

Cooperation between FOI and Indian institutions has also taken place at other levels. One example is the participation 

of FOI assistant professor, Dr. Sc. Bogdan Okreša Đurić, in the six-week Specialized Program on Artificial Intelligence 

in Noida, organized by the Indian Center for Development and Advanced Computing Technologies. During his stay, Dr. 

Sc. Okreša Đurić gave lectures on topics in the field of artificial intelligence and promoted FOI as a leading educational 

and research institution in Croatia. His lectures aroused great interest among local students, who expressed a desire 

to participate in student mobility at FOI. The stay was fully funded by the prestigious Indian Technical and Economic 

Cooperation (ITEC) program.  

During the meeting, the Ambassador made constructive proposals for further intensification of cooperation, including 

the possibility of attracting more students from India to the FOI. He proposed concrete steps for the promotion of FOI 

among Indian students and gave advice on creating a favourable environment for students to come to mobility 

programs, either for one semester or the entire academic year. The meeting discussed the possibilities of joining other 

Indian universities and initiating new forms of cooperation, emphasizing the great interest of Indian students in Croatia, 

according to the ambassador. The ambassador offered support in these steps and suggested including FOI employees 

in specialized programs in India, which would enable them to gain valuable knowledge and experience during a stay of 

several weeks. 

 

Ambassador Goel visited the Faculty of Organization and Informatics in Varaždin  



 

10 | P a g e  

 

Embassy of India, Zagreb Newsletter (ISSUE NO. 1: JANUARY 2025) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The town of Ludbreg hosted Ambassador Arun Goel on the 14th of January, as part of an official visit that 
further strengthened ties between India and Croatia and emphasized the importance of Ludbreg as an 
economic, cultural and historical centre. 
The visit began with a meeting at the Mayor's Office. The Ambassador was welcomed by the Mayor of 
Ludbreg , Dubravko Bilić, the President of the City Council , Darko Jagić, the Head of the Administrative 
Department for Development Projects, Social Activities and Local Self-Government, Erina Stančin, and 
the representative of the Yoga Association "Ayana", Ivana Krobot. 
Mayor Dubravko Bilić said on that occasion: "It is a special honour for me to host H.E. Mr. Goel in Ludbreg, 
a city that combines historical heritage and modern development. This visit is an opportunity to exchange 
experiences and establish new forms of cooperation, especially in the economic and cultural fields, 
although Ludbreg and India have been connected in economic terms for years." 
After the meeting, the Ambassador, accompanied by his host, toured the center of Ludbreg and visited 
the Archaeological Park. The head of the Ludbreg City Museum, Jelena Koprek, presented him with the 
rich history and archaeological heritage that makes Ludbreg unique. The visit continued with a tour of 
ACG Europe doo, a leading Indian company headquartered in Ludbreg, which is part of a global 
pharmaceutical group. Director Matko Vukušić introduced the Ambassador to the company's operations, 
its innovative solutions and contribution to the local economy, and then took him through the production 
facilities. 
Ambassador Goel expressed his gratitude for the warm welcome and praised the potential for further 
cooperation: "I am delighted with Ludbreg, its history, culture and dynamic economic community. As an 
Indian company, ACG Europe is an important bridge between our countries, and I see a lot of room for 
further strengthening relations and new joint projects." 
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Ambassador Arun Goel statements for the Daily Newspaper Glas Slavonije 

 
 

Read the full article at the following link: https://www.indianembassyzagreb.gov.in/event_detail/?eventid=662 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.indianembassyzagreb.gov.in/event_detail/?eventid=662
https://www.indianembassyzagreb.gov.in/event_detail/?eventid=662
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Ambassador Arun Goel was received by the Director of Croatia’s Tourism Board  

Ambassador Arun Goel was received Mr. Kristjan Staničić on the 17th January, Director of Croatia’s 
Tourism Board and discussed the new positive developments in the India-Croatian Tourism sector. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The allure of Croatia is undeniable as the summer season in 2025 draws near, with a  5,000% increase 
in Indian searches in 2024, compared to 2021 for Croatia Schengen visas. This spike reflects the growing 
enthusiasm among Indian tourists to discover the splendors of Croatia. Those with definite travel plans 
are encouraged to secure their visas promptly to prevent any potential delays. 
 
As the temperatures rise, the interest in Croatian holidays is soaring, evidenced by a 5,000% jump in 
Google Trends for Croatia Schengen visas from India, according to schengenvisainfo. This trend points 
to a burgeoning desire among Indian tourists to visit Croatia in the upcoming season. 
 
Anticipated Surge in Visa Applications During Peak Season Travel professionals foresee a surge in visa 
applications starting in April, aligning with the spring travel season, and continuing into May and June as 
Indians solidify their summer vacation plans. 
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The head of the Croatia-India Inter-Parliamentary Friendship Group, Veljko Kajtazi, and members of the Group, Krešimir 
Čabaj and Zvonimir Troskot, held a meeting on on the 30th of January with Ambassador Arun Goel and HOC Mr. 
Chander Mohan at the Croatia Parliament premises.  Group Leader and Croatian Member of Parliament Kajtazi 
informed the attendees about the work of the Inter-Parliamentary Group during the past mandate and highlighted events 
that solemnly marked important dates, such as the 30th anniversary of the establishment of diplomatic relations 
between Croatia and India, the 75th anniversary of India's independence, and the international conference "Roma as 
an Indian Diaspora - Unbreakable Bonds" on World Roma Day 2022. In addition to parliamentary cooperation, Croatia 
and India are deepening cooperation in the fields of culture, economy, and tourism. Regarding the economy, the leader 
Kajtazi emphasized that Croatia has export potential, and good references in shipbuilding, defense, food and ICT 
industries.  He also announced several international activities connecting Croatia and India, which will be celebrated 
this year as well, such as: the Festival of Lights "Diwali" in October 2025 and International Yoga Day in June 2025. 

 
Ambassador Goel stressed the importance of continuing good cooperation between the two countries and positively 
assessed the economic and business cooperation to date. As a possible joint centre of cooperation, the ambassador 
singled out aviation as an economic branch in which he called Croatia a transport hub between India and Europe. MP 
Krešimir Čabaj followed up on what was said and emphasized that Croatia continuously advocates for the use of 
seaports in Rijeka, Zadar, Ploče and Dubrovnik, and river ports in Vukovar and Slavonski Brod as access to European 

markets and free zones for distribution and logistics centres. In conclusion, MP Zvonimir Troskot highlighted excellent 
cooperation in the fields of culture, education, science, technology, and sports with the possibility of further expansion.  

 
 

 

Ambassador met with the Croatia-India Inter-Parliamentary Friendship Group 
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With the support of the Embassy of the Republic of India, Kino Edison Karlovac is organizing in February 
the "Month of Indian Film and Culture". Along with film screenings, you can expect a yoga workshop and a 
lecture by our celebrated mountaineer Stipe Božić.  
See the program below:  
 
TUESDAY, 4th February 
19:00 Manu Marries Tana (2011) comedy, drama, romance; 113 min. 
 
TUESDAY, 11th February 
19: 00 Hawaa Hawaai (2014) drama, family, sports; 120 min. 
 
SATURDAY, 15th February 
17:00 – 18:30 Workshop YOGA FOR VITALITY WITH SOUND BATH 
The workshop will be held in the Kina Edison Multifunctional Space, on the 2nd floor. Registration required 
at info@verbasana.com 
 
TUESDAY, 18th February 
17:30 Lecture by Stipe Božić HIMALAYAS – THE HABITAT OF THE GODS. The lecture will be held in the 
Great Hall. 
19:00 Jolly LLB (2013) comedy, drama; 135 min. 
 
TUESDAY, 25th February 
19:00 Mary Kom (2014) action, biographical, drama; 122 min. 
 
 

Month of Indian Film and Culture in Karlovac 

mailto:info@verbasana.com
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The Department of Indology, Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences, University of Zagreb, in 
collaboration with the Embassy of India in Zagreb, proudly announces the celebration of World Hindi 
Day 2025 which will be held on Thursday, February 13, 2025, starting at 5 p.m.  
 
The celebration will be held in the Council Chamber of the Faculty of Humanities and Social 
Sciences, University of Zagreb, at Ulica Ivana Lučića 3. All students of the University of Zagreb are 
cordially invited to join this special occasion. After the official program, Indian Refreshments will be 
provided for attendees.  
 
About World Hindi Day:  
World Hindi Day is observed to raise awareness about the Hindi language and promote its status as 
a global means of communication. 
 
Vishwa Hindi Divas, or World Hindi Day, is celebrated every year. World Hindi Day commemorates 
the historic moment in 1949 when Hindi was first spoken in the United Nations General Assembly 
(UNGA), followed by the first World Hindi Conference inaugurated in 1975. Since then, various 
conferences have been held globally to further Hindi’s reach, culminating in the official designation 
of January 10, 2006, as World Hindi Day by former Prime Minister Manmohan Singh. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

World Hindi Day 2025  
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Indusfood 2025 
Date & Venue: India Expo Centre and Mart, Greater Noida, 8-10 Jan. 2025 
Website: https://indusfood.co.in/ 
Indusfood offers an exclusive platform for global businesses to connect with 
India’s dynamic food economy, widely recognized as the food economy of 
the future. With over 1,800 exhibitors, 180+ international exhibitors, and 20+ 
country pavilions, Indusfood addresses the underutilized potential of India’s 
processed food exports. The event spans over 80,000 square meters, 
attracting more than 5,000 global buyers and 100+ supermarket chains and 
e-retailers. Indusfood aims to bridge gaps by offering an international stage 
for companies to connect with global buyers, explore new markets, and 
expand their reach. It not only highlights India’s unique food offerings but 
also facilitates cross-border partnerships and investment opportunities. 

 

Printpack India  
Date and Venue: India Expo Centre and Mart, Greater Noida, 1-5 Feb. 2025 
Website: www.printpackipama.com 
The 16th edition of PRINTPACK INDIA is set to be a landmark event in the 
printing and packaging industry, hosted by the Indian Printing Packaging & 
Allied Machinery Manufacturers' Association (IPAMA). As one of Asia's 
largest expositions in this sector, the event will bring together industry 
decision-makers and enthusiasts from around the globe. Attendees can 
expect to see a comprehensive showcase of products, including in-press, 
post-press, finishing, converting, digital and signage, packaging machines, 
packaging materials, printing and publishing solutions, paper products, 
logistics, and transportation industries. 

 

Bharat Tex 2025 
Date & Venue: Bharat Mandapam, New Delhi and India Expo Centre 
and Mart, Greater Noida, 14-17 February 2025  
Website: www.bharat-tex.com 
BHARAT TEX 2025 is positioned as a global scale textile trade fair and 
knowledge platform. Over 5,000 Exhibitors, 6,000 international buyers from 
over 110 countries and over 120,000 visitors are expected to participate in 
the event. Building on the success of Bharat Tex’s first edition, Bharat Tex-
2025 aims to establish itself as a premier international industry platform. The 
event will feature exhibitions, knowledge sessions, thematic discussions, 
G2G meetings, B2B networks, MoUs, product launches, and interactive 
pavilions.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

*** 
Compiled by 

Embassy of India, Zagreb 
*If you do not wish to continue to receive our newsletters, you can unsubscribe by replying “unsubscribe” to 

this email. 

 
 

Discover India: Upcoming Trade Fairs, 
Conferences & Business Events 2024-2025" 

Explore Opportunities Across Diverse Indian States 

 

https://indusfood.co.in/
http://www.printpackipama.com/

