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At the invitation of the Prime Minister of the Republic of Croatia, H.E. Mr. Andrej Plenković, the Prime 
Minister of the Republic of India, H.E. Mr. Narendra Modi, paid an official visit to Croatia on 18 June 2025. 
This marked the first-ever visit of an Indian Prime Minister to Croatia to strengthen the growing momentum 
of high-level exchanges between the two nations. The two leaders held delegation-level talks. They 
engaged in wide-ranging discussions on various aspects of the bilateral partnership, including trade and 
investment, science and technology, defence and security, space, cultural cooperation, and people-to-
people ties. 
 
Read more about the first visit by an Indian Prime Minister to Croatia at the following LINK.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 At the invitation of the Prime Minister of the Republic of Croatia, H.E. Mr. Andrej 

Plenković, the Prime Minister of the Republic of India, H.E. Mr. Narendra Modi, paid 
an official visit to Croatia on 18 June 2025.  

https://www.mea.gov.in/press-releases.htm?dtl/39694/Prime_Minister_meets_Prime_Minister_of_the_Republic_of_Croatia_June_18_2025
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Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi met with the President of the Republic of Croatia, H.E. Zoran Milanović in 
Zagreb during the official visit to Croatia on 18 June 2025. 
 
2. The two leaders held discussions on various aspects of bilateral relations. They reiterated their commitment 
to close and friendly ties between the two countries, based on shared values of democracy, rule of law and 
shared goal of international peace and stability. They expressed satisfaction at the diversification of bilateral 
cooperation in newer areas such as defence, start-up, sports and innovation. Prime Minister thanked 
President Milanovic for Croatia’s strong support and solidarity extended to India in its fight against terrorism. 
The leaders also discussed close cultural linkages dating back many centuries which bind the two countries. 
 
3. They also discussed regional and global issues of mutual interest. They noted that India-EU strategic 
partnership has deepened in recent times, and this would add value to India-Croatia relations in several ways. 
 
Read more about the first visit by an Indian Prime Minister to Croatia at the following LINK.  
 

Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi met with the President of the Republic of Croatia, H.E. Zoran 
Milanovic, in Zagreb during the official visit to Croatia on 18 June 2025. 

https://www.mea.gov.in/press-releases.htm?dtl/39696/Prime_Minister_meets_President_of_the_Republic_of_Croatia_June_18_2025
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Transcript of Special briefing by MEA on Prime Minister’s visit to Croatia (June 18, 2025) 

 

Shri Randhir Jaiswal, Official Spokesperson: Welcome everyone to this Special Briefing on the ongoing visit of the 
Prime Minister. We are also joined on the stage by Smt. Pooja Kapoor, who is Additional Secretary looking after Central 
Europe in the Ministry of External Affairs. With that I invite Secretary (West) to make his opening remarks after which 
he will take some questions. Sir, over to you.  

Shri Tanmaya Lal, Secretary West: Namaskar, as you are aware, Prime Minister is completing his visit to Cyprus, 
Canada, and Croatia. And as was just mentioned, this has been an historic visit to Croatia by Prime Minister Shri 
Narendra Modi. This was, in fact, this has been the first ever visit to Croatia by an Indian Prime Minister. Prime Minister 
Modi arrived in Zagreb earlier today on this official visit at the invitation of the Prime Minister of Croatia, His Excellency 
Andrej Plenković.The visit reflects the growing momentum in India-Croatia partnership. It also has importance in the 
context of the EU strategic partnership, and it shows India's growing ties with partners in Central and Eastern Europe. 
I would also briefly mention the elements of the program. Upon arrival, Prime Minister was received at the airport in a 
very special warm gesture by Prime Minister His Excellency Plenković. The two Prime Ministers held delegation-level 
talks. This was followed by signing of agreements. Prime Minister Plenković will host a Gala dinner in honor of Prime 
Minister Modi. The two leaders also took a walk together in the historic city centre of Zagreb. As we speak, Prime 
Minister Modi is also meeting and holding discussions with the President of Croatia, His Excellency Zoran Milanović. 
Earlier, Prime Minister was accorded a ceremonial reception at the St. Mark's Square in Zagreb, where he also signed 
the Book of Impressions. Prime Minister laid wreath at the monument to homeland. During the visit, External Affairs 
Minister Dr. Jaishankar also had discussions with his counterpart, Minister of Foreign Affairs, His Excellency Mr. Gordan 
Radman, over a working lunch. Earlier, upon arrival at the hotel, Prime Minister Modi received a special welcome that 
reflected the cultural and people-to-people ties between our countries. This included chanting of Sanskrit shlokas by 
Croatian friends, also a short Kathak performance by Croatian artists, a group of Croatian friends of India, and groups 
of Croatian students who are studying Hindi language at the Department of Indology at the University of Zagreb. And 
another group of students from Zagreb also welcomed the Prime Minister. Around 200 members of the Indian diaspora 
also welcomed Prime Minister on this landmark visit to Croatia. 

Read the full transcript of Special briefing by MEA on Prime Minister’s visit to Croatia. 

 

. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XSTCACgYooA
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1. At the invitation of the Prime Minister of the Republic of Croatia, H.E. Mr. Andrej Plenković, the Prime 
Minister of the Republic of India, H.E. Mr. Narendra Modi, paid an official visit to Croatia on 18 June 2025. 
This marked the first-ever visit of an Indian Prime Minister to Croatia to strengthen the growing momentum of 
high-level exchanges between the two nations. 
 
2. Prime Minister Plenković and Prime Minister Modi had a comprehensive exchange of views on further 
advancing bilateral relations, India-EU strategic partnership and cooperation in multilateral fora. Both agreed 
that India and Croatia enjoy close and friendly relations, rooted in shared values of democracy, rule of law, 
pluralism and equality. 
 
3. The visit of Prime Minister Modi has injected a fresh impetus into the bilateral partnership, highlighting the 
complementarities of the two economies, particularly in the areas of tourism, trade and technology. The two 
Prime Ministers welcomed the signing of: (i) MoU on Agricultural Cooperation; (ii) Programme of Cooperation 
in Science and Technology; (iii) Cultural Exchange Programme (CEP); and (iv) MoU to establish a Hindi 
Chair at the University of Zagreb. 
 
4. The two leaders noted the importance of improving connectivity, including through the India–Middle East–
Europe Economic Corridor (IMEC) initiative. They agreed to expand cooperation in ports and shipping 
domains given the long maritime traditions of both countries. Both sides agreed to further explore the 
potential of Croatia serving as a Mediterranean gateway to Central Europe. 
 
5. In this context, they also reaffirmed full respect for international law of the sea as reflected in UNCLOS, 
and for the principles of sovereignty, territorial integrity, and freedom of navigation, to the benefit of maritime 
security and international peace and stability. 
 
6. In the area of science, technology and innovation, the two Prime Ministers highlighted the importance of 
connecting scientific institutions and universities of both countries for joint research and development. Both 
sides expressed their willingness to facilitate exchanges of young researchers for long-term research 
collaborations and encouraged networking within the scientific community to share best practices and 
develop applied technologies. 
 
7. The two Prime Ministers noted the signing of the 2023 Memorandum of Understanding on Defence 
Cooperation and agreed to advancing defence ties. Further emphasis will be placed on seeking 
opportunities for cooperation between national defence industries through collaboration and regular 
interactions. 

India - Croatia Leaders’ Statement (June 18, 2025) 
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8. Digital technology was recognised as another key area for cooperation. Croatian and Indian scientific 
ecosystems could benefit from strategic collaborations between incubation centres and start-ups working in 
sectors such as Healthcare-tech, Agri-tech, Clean-tech, Artificial Intelligence, Machine learning and 
Cybersecurity. The two Prime Ministers agreed on the need for strengthening India-Croatia Start-up Bridge 
in order to foster innovation and collaboration amongst start-ups. 
 
9. While acknowledging the strong cultural exchange, both sides underscored the importance of deepening 
engagement in the cultural sector during the period 2026-2030. They recognised culture as a powerful tool 
for strengthening people-to-people ties between the two countries. 
 
10. They recognised the importance of skills development and the mobility of personnel in supporting 
expanded engagement across various sectors of bilateral cooperation, and agreed on the speedy conclusion 
of a memorandum of understanding on workforce mobility between the two countries. 
 
11. Prime Minister Modi thanked Prime Minister Plenković and Croatia for the support and solidarity 
extended in the aftermath of the terrorist attack in Pahalgam, Jammu & Kashmir, India, on 22 April 2025. 
Both sides condemned terrorism and violent extremism in all its forms and manifestations, including 
transnational and cross-border terrorism. They reiterated their zero-tolerance approach to terrorism, rejecting 
any justification for such acts, under any circumstances. They emphasized that those responsible for the 
attacks should be held accountable and condemned the use of terrorists as proxies. They expressed their 
consistent position of supporting the full implementation of the UN Global Counterterrorism Strategy, key 
international conventions and protocols in this field, and relevant resolutions of the United Nations Security 
Council. They called for the disruption of terrorism financing networks, including through the UN, FATF and 
regional mechanisms, elimination of safe havens, dismantling of terrorist infrastructure, and bringing 
perpetrators of terrorism to justice swiftly. They also urged for concerted actions against all UN- and EU-
designated terrorists and terrorist entities, associated proxy groups, facilitators and sponsors, including 
terrorists under 1267 UNSC Sanctions Committee. 
 
12. The two Prime Ministers exchanged views on regional and global issues of mutual interest, including war 
in Ukraine. They expressed support for a just and lasting peace in Ukraine based on respect for international 
law, principles of the UN Charter and territorial integrity and sovereignty. The two leaders expressed concern 
about the deterioration of security situation in the Middle East and called for de-escalation between Israel 
and Iran. The leaders reaffirmed their commitment to promote a free, open, peaceful and prosperous Indo-
Pacific built on international law and mutual respect for sovereignty and peaceful resolution of disputes 
underpinned by effective regional institutions. 
 
13. The two sides reaffirmed their strong commitment to multilateralism and support for a rules-based 
international order. They emphasised the urgent need for reforms in the UN system, particularly the UN 
Security Council including its expansion in both permanent and non-permanent categories, to make it more 
inclusive, transparent, effective, accountable, efficient and better aligned with contemporary geopolitical 
realities. 
 
14. The two leaders welcomed the renewed momentum in the strategic partnership between India and the 
EU, two of the largest democracies, open market economies, and pluralistic societies. They underscored the 
importance of concluding a mutually beneficial India-EU FTA within the course of the year, as agreed during 
the historic visit of the EU College of Commissioners to India in February 2025. 
 
15. The Indian side expressed gratitude for the warm hospitality extended to them by the Croatian side. The 
two Prime Ministers expressed satisfaction at the outcomes of the visit, and reaffirmed their commitment to 

expanding the partnership between India and Croatia. 
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The two Prime Ministers welcomed the signing of: (i) MoU on Agricultural Cooperation; (ii) Programme of 
Cooperation in Science and Technology; (iii) Cultural Exchange Programme (CEP); and (iv) MoU to 
establish a Hindi Chair at the University of Zagreb. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

India-Croatia: Signing & Exchange of MoUs (June 18, 2025) 

 
 

Glimpses of the Community event on the occasion of the Prime Minister 
Shri Narendra Modi's official visit to Zagreb, Croatia on 18 June 2025. 
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During the Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi official visit to 
Croatia on 18 June 2025, External Affairs Minister Dr. Jaishankar 

also had discussions with his counterpart, Minister of Foreign 
Affairs, His Excellency Mr. Gordan Radman. 
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Watch the video highlights of the Prime Minister of the Republic of India, 
H.E. Mr. Narendra Modi, official visit to Croatia on 18 June 2025 
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Read the Interview at the following link with Ambassador Arun Goel published in Glas Slavonije on June 28–29, 
2025 by Ms. Ina Stašević, Indian Technical and Economic Cooperation - ITEC alumni. 

 
LINK                                                                         LINK 

 
 
 

Interviews  with Ambassador Arun Goel on the occasion of the  
1st ever Prime Minister's visit to Croatia 

https://www.indianembassyzagreb.gov.in/news_detail/?newsid=265
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ke6-vtASBpc&t=32s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xbyhXEBEj4c
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ke6-vtASBpc&t=32s
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Indian Economy on the Transformational Paths 

India’s coffee exports double in a decade, touch $1.8 bn in 
FY24 
India’s coffee exports have risen sharply over the past decade, 
recording a 125% increase to US$ 1.8 billion in 2023–24 from 
just over US$ 800 million in 2014–15, according to data released 
by the central government. Europe continues to be the primary 
destination for Indian coffee, with key importers including Italy, 
Germany, Belgium, the Middle East, South Korea, and Japan. 
India is currently the world’s seventh-largest coffee producer, 
accounting for 3.5% of global output, and ranks fifth in exports 
with a 5% share. The country produces around 3.6 lakh tonnes 
of coffee annually, and the industry provides direct and indirect 
employment to approximately two million people, primarily in 
Karnataka, Kerala, and Tamil Nadu. 
 
India posts $28 billion trade surplus with G7, driven by 
smartphones and pharma exports 
According to an analysis by Rubix Data Sciences, India’s 
merchandise trade with the G7 countries has recorded a healthy 
13% compound annual growth rate (CAGR) since FY21, with a 
strong trade surplus of $28 billion in FY25. The latest report 
reveals that smartphone and pharmaceutical exports are the 
primary drivers of this surge in bilateral trade. Rubix said trade 
ties with the G7, the United States, the United Kingdom, 
Germany, France, Italy, Canada, and Japan showcase the 
growing confidence of Indian industries in tapping into the 
world’s most advanced economies. India’s bilateral goods trade 
with the G7 nations stood at $248 billion in FY25. Exports were 
valued at $138 billion and imports at $110 billion, resulting in a 
trade surplus of $28 billion. Notably, India sustained a trade 
surplus with four key bloc members: the U.S., the U.K., France, 
and Italy. 
India’s economy beats expectations with 6.5% growth in 
FY25 
India’s economy continued to show resilience amid global 
headwinds, with real GDP expanding by 7.4% in the final quarter 
of FY25, taking the full-year growth rate to 6.5%, according to 
CareEdge Ratings’ latest Economic Pathways report. This 
outturn beat earlier expectations, though it decelerated from the 
8.4% average growth recorded over the past two years. The 
report projects a growth rate of 6.2% for FY26, pointing to a 
stable yet moderated economic trajectory. 
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As a prelude to the central celebration of the International Day of Yoga, Mohanji Croatia, in collaboration with 
the Embassy of India and in the presence of H.E. Mr. Arun Goel, Ambassador of India, participated in a 
special yoga workshop for children held on June 10th at Monte Zaro Primary School in the city of Pula. 
The children received symbolic certificates of gratitude as a token of appreciation for their valuable 
participation at IDY. On this occasion, the Ambassador thanked the organising committee for their successful 
cooperation and contribution to promoting yoga among the youngest. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ambassador Arun Goel participated in the International Day of Yoga IDY 2025 
celebration held at Pula Elementary school on 14th June  

 
Mayor of Pula, Peđa Grbin, hosted a reception for the Ambassador of India, Arun Goel. Mayor Grbin 
welcomed Ambassador Goel, saying that it was an exceptional honour for him to host him at the first official 
reception at the Municipal Palace since he took office as mayor. Ambassador Goel said that Istria is his 
favourite vacation destination and that he always enjoys returning there with his family, emphasising that his 
goal is to popularise Istria as a vacation destination for tourists from India, especially during May and June, 
when Indians travel most often. The meeting continued with discussions on possibilities for future cooperation 
and ways of exchanging experiences and examples of good practice in areas of common interest. As part of 
today's visit to Pula, he also participated in the celebration of International Yoga Day at the Monte Zaro 
Elementary School in Pula, organised by Mohanji Croatia. 
 

Mayor of Pula, Peđa Grbin, hosted a reception for the Ambassador of India, Arun Goel on 14th June 
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Ambassador Arun Goel participated in the International Day of Yoga 2025 closing session held on the 29th June in 

the City of Dubrovnik with strong participation of local yoga associations at the Island of Lokrum. 

 

 

 

 

 

Ambassador's visit to Dubrovnik on the ocassion of IDY   
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Central celebration of the International Day of Yoga 2025 
Celebrated at Bundek, Zagreb 

 

 
On Saturday, June 21st, 2025, the central celebration of the International Day of Yoga took place in the green 
surroundings of Bundek Park in Zagreb under the theme “Yoga for One Earth and One Health.” The event 
began at 9:00 AM with a short address by the Ambassador of India to Croatia, H.E. Mr. Arun Goel, who 
highlighted yoga as a universal practice that fosters harmony of body, mind, and spirit and its growing role in 
promoting global health and unity.  
 
Ms. Andrea Pintar, Senior Expert Advisor for Sports from the City Office for Education, Sports and Youth, 
greeted attendees on behalf of the City of Zagreb and emphasised the importance of incorporating yoga into 
daily life as a tool for wellbeing and balance.  
 
The event was supported by several organisations, including Yogi Amandeep Singh from Kundalini Yoga, 
Yoga in Daily Life, the Croatian Yoga Federation, Mohanji Croatia, and Art of Living, among many others. 
Around 120 participants joined the session, creating an atmosphere of peace, unity, and mindful movement. 
The program concluded with light refreshments and socialising in the serene setting of Bundek. 
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No City Date Time Location (EN) Organizer 

1 Zagreb 21-06-2025 09:00 Park Bundek (stage) Embassy of India, Zagreb 

2 Zagreb 02-06-2025 18:00 Nova cesta 86 Branko Radosavljević 

3 Zagreb 03-06-2025 19:00 Ožujska 1 Branko Radosavljević 

4 Rijeka 04-06-2025 19:30 Sušački gat Bhakti Marga Hrvatska 

5 Vodnjan 07-06-2025 08:30 Brist olive oil TZ Vodnjan 

6 Kostajnica 07-06-2025 11:00 Park Zrinski Bhakti Marga Hrvatska 

7 Varaždin 07-06-2025 09:00 Koradovica 142 Bhakti Marga Hrvatska 

8 Split 08-06-2025 19:00 Sustipan Bhakti Marga Hrvatska 

9 Zagreb 08-06-2025 10:00 Maksimir entrance Bhakti Marga Hrvatska 

10 Pula 09-06-2025 14:00 Veruda School Mohanji Hrvatska 

11 Rijeka 09-06-2025 19:30 Pećine Beach Bhakti Marga Hrvatska 

12 Pula 10-06-2025 14:00 Veruda School Mohanji Hrvatska 

13 Pula 11-06-2025 14:00 Monte Zaro School Mohanji Hrvatska 

14 Pula 12-06-2025 14:00 Tome Peruško School Mohanji Hrvatska 

15 Karlovac 13-06-2025 18:00 Mostanje Beach Bhakti Marga Hrvatska 

16 Zagreb 14-06-2025 09:00 Maksimir Stage Joga u svakodnevnom životu 

17 Split 14-06-2025 09:30 Sustipan Joga u svakodnevnom životu Split 

18 Rovinj 14-06-2025 09:00 Ars.Polis, Monter 11 Mohanji Hrvatska 

19 Zagreb 14-06-2025 18:00 III Južna Obala 11 Yoga Studio Padma 

20 Slunj 14-06-2025 10:00 River Slunjčica Slunj Tourist Board & Vanja Bastaja 

21 Samobor 15-06-2025 19:00 Yoga in Daily Life Alley Joga u svakodnevnom životu 

22 Komiža 15-06-2025 10:00 Cultural Center Terrace Tena yoga 

23 Pula 17-06-2025 14:00 Kindergarten Šumska djeca Mohanji Hrvatska 

24 Pula 13-06-2025 08:00 Beach Bar Zeppelin Mohanji Hrvatska 

25 Krk Island 17-06-2025 08:00 Activity Center Krk Svjetlana Vrkljan Radovčić 

26 Zadar 17-06-2025 19:00 Zadar Riva Art of Living 

27 Zagreb 18-06-2025 09:00 Psychiatric Clinic Sveti Ivan Mohanji Hrvatska 

28 Zagreb 19-06-2025 20:00 Rooftop Martićeva 45 Verbasana Yoga + H.S. for Yoga 

29 Zagreb 20-06-2025 18:00 MO Središće, Ivana Šibla 8 Universal Wish, Sankalpa 

30 Zagreb 21-06-2025 09:00 Garićgradska 9 Nitya Yoga Studio 

31 Čakovec 20-06-2025 18:00 Square of the Republic 3 Udruga za ljudske vrijednosti 

32 Punat, Krk 20-06-2025 08:00 Street Workout Park Svjetlana Infinity Sport Krk 

33 Poreč 20-06-2025 19:00 Materada Yoga Poreč Vitasana 

34 
Rastovac 
Budački 

21-06-2025 18:00 Hindu Center, Budački 1 Hindu Religious Society of Croatia 

35 Krk Island 21-06-2025 11:30 Lotus Resort Institute for Yoga and Ayurveda “SUN” 

36 Novigrad 21-06-2025 10:00 Novigrad Diocese Park Udruga “Amrit Sagar” 

37 Ludbreg 21-06-2025 09:00 Island of Youth Ayana Yoga Ludbreg 

38 Rijeka 21-06-2025 08:30 Campus Playground, Trsat Yoga with B. 

39 Lovran 21-06-2025 08:00 Lovran Pier TZ Lovran 

40 Lumbarda 21-06-2025 08:00 Pržina Beach Wellbeing Academy & Pause to Breathe 

41 Osijek 21-06-2025 10:00 Secession Well Centar Osobne Moći 

42 Labin 21-06-2025 19:00 Behind Erste Bank 
JOGA U SVAKODNEVNOM ŽIVOTU 
LABIN 

43 Makarska 21-06-2025 19:00 Happy Yoga Home Art of Living 

44 Pula 21-06-2025 09:00 
Šijanska šuma (Kids 9:00, 
Adults 10:00) 

Mohanji Hrvatska 

45 Rijeka 21-06-2025 08:30 Yoga in Daily Life, Spinčićeva 2 Yoga in Daily Life Rijeka 

46 Vela Luka 21-06-2025 19:00 Elementary School Vela Luka Art of Living, Veseli i zdravi bili 

47 Rijeka 21-06-2025 17:00 Rijeka Korzo ISKCON Rijeka 

48 Oprtalj 21-06-2025 10:00 Oprtalj Park Općina Oprtalj 

49 Umag 22-06-2025 10:00 Afrika Beach YOGA IN DAILY LIFE LABIN 

50 Rovinj 22-06-2025 19:00 Forest above Porton Biondi YOGA IN DAILY LIFE LABIN 

51 Goričan 22-06-2025 09:30 Mohanji Peace Center Mohanji Hrvatska 

52 Dubrovnik 29-06-2025 09:30 Lokrum Island We DU Yoga, Elixir Vitae, others 

 
 
 

International Day of Yoga 2025 across Croatia 
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Vibrant Buildcon 
Date and Venue: 29th April to 2nd May 2026 at 
Yashobhoomi, New Delhi 
Website: www.vibrantbuildcon.com 
 
Building on the strong foundation of the inaugural expo, the 
second edition of Vibrant Buildcon is scheduled from 29th 
April to 2nd May 2026 at Yashobhoomi, New Delhi. This 
global exhibition is organized in association with the support 
from CAPEXIL and the Ministry of Commerce & Industry, 
Government of India. The largest and most significant 
building material expo ever in India and a vibrant platform for 
industry leaders, innovators, and enthusiasts to convene and 
impact the future of construction. Visitors can explore the 
latest advancement in sustainable materials, cutting-edge 
technology, and architectural solutions at this conference, 
which serves as a vital and complementary resource for all 
segments of the industry, with hundreds of business 
opportunities available throughout the exhibition. 

 

7th edition of Bharat Footwear and Leather Expo (BFLEX) 
Date and Venue: India International Convention and Expo 
Center (IICC), Dwarka, New Delhi, November 12-14, 2025 
Website: www.bharatfootwearleatherexpo.com 
 
The 7th edition of the Bharat Footwear and Leather Expo 
(BFLEX), earlier known as the Delhi International Leather 
Expo – Reverse Buyer Seller Meet (RBSM) is going to be held 
at India International Convention and Expo Center (IICC), 
Dwarka, New Delhi (Yashobhoomi), India during November 
12-14, 2025. BFLEX 2025 is being organised by Council for 
Leather Exports, India under the aegis of Ministry of 
Commerce and Industry, Govt. of India. 
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