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India announced its 6-week-long general elections will start on April 19. Voting in the world’s largest 
democracy will stretch over seven phases, with different states voting at different times and results will be 
announced on June 4. Over 970 million voters — more than 10% of the world’s population — will elect 543 
members for the lower house of Parliament for a term of five years. Each election phase will last one day 
and several constituencies — spread across multiple states, densely populated cities and far-flung villages 
— will vote that day. The staggered polling allows the government to deploy tens of thousands of troops to 
prevent violence and transport electoral officials and voting machines. India has a first-past-the-post 
multiparty electoral system in which the candidate who receives the most votes wins. Meanwhile, systematic 
checks are being conducted across states towards election readiness.  
 
It is estimated that the total number of polling stations will increase from 10.36 lakh in 2019 to 11.8 lakh in 
2024. The number of voters is also expected to rise from 90 crore in 2019 to above 95 crore. Both factors 
will impact security considerations. The phasing of elections will also depend on the same. The 2019 poll 
was held in seven phases against the nine phases of 2014. 
 
 
 
Read more at: 
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/elections/lok-sabha/india/general-elections-2024-schedule-to-

 
 

 

  

The Largest Democratic Festival on the Planet  
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ISRO has achieved a major milestone in the area of Reusable launch vehicle (RLV) technology, through the RLV 
LEX-02 landing experiment, the second of the series, conducted at Aeronautical Test Range (ATR), Chitradurga in 
Karnataka today morning at 7:10 hrs IST. 
 
After the RLV-LEX-01 mission was accomplished last year, RLV-LEX-02 demonstrated the autonomous landing 
capability of RLV from off-nominal initial conditions at release from Helicopter. The RLV was made to undertake 
more difficult manoeuvres with dispersions, correct both cross-range and downrange and land on the runway in a 
fully autonomous mode. The winged vehicle, called Pushpak, was lifted by an Indian Airforce Chinook helicopter 
and was released from 4.5 km altitude. After release at a distance of 4 km from the runway, Pushpak autonomously 
approached the runway along with cross-range corrections. It landed precisely on the runway and came to a halt 
using its brake parachute, landing gear brakes and nose wheel steering system. 
 
This mission successfully simulated the approach and high-speed landing conditions of RLV returning from space. 
With this second mission, ISRO has re-validated the indigenously developed technologies in the areas of navigation, 
control systems, landing gear and deceleration systems essential for performing a high-speed autonomous landing 
of a space-returning vehicle. The winged body and all flight systems used in RLV-LEX-01 were reused in the RLV-
LEX-02 mission after due certification/clearances. Hence reuse capability of flight hardware and flight systems is 
also demonstrated in this mission. Based on the observations from RLV-LEX-01, the airframe structure and landing 
gear were strengthened to tolerate higher landing loads. 
 
The mission was accomplished by Vikram Sarabhai Space Centre (VSSC) along with the Liquid Propulsion System 
Centre (LPSC) and the ISRO Inertial Systems Unit (IISU). Collaboration from various agencies including IAF, ADE, 
ADRDE and CEMILAC contributed to the success of this mission. Shri S Somanath, Chairman, ISRO / Secretary, 
DOS, congratulated the team for the flawless execution of this complex mission. On the success of the landing 
experiment, Director VSSC Dr S Unnikrishnan Nair mentioned that through this repeated success, ISRO could 
master the terminal phase manouvering, landing and energy management in a fully autonomous mode, which is a 
critical step towards the future Orbital Re-entry missions.  
 
The team was guided by Shri Sunil P, Programme Director, Advanced Technology and Systems Programme, VSSC. 
Shri J Muthupandian, Project Director, RLV was the Mission Director and Shri B Karthik, Deputy Project Director, 
RLV was the Vehicle Director for this mission. 
 
For the success of this experiment, ISTRAC provided tracking support, SAC provided a Pseudolite system and a 
Ka-band Radar Altimeter, LPSC offered all pressure sensors on the wing body, IISU provided navigation 
hardware/software and an integrated solution. Metrological and wind measurement support was provided by SDSC-
SHAR, and URSC offered ground power support. 
 
 
 
 
 

Space Technology for Humanity  
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India has successfully conducted its first test flight of a domestically developed missile that can carry multiple 
warheads. The missile is equipped with multiple independently targetable re-entry vehicles. Agni is a long-range 
missile developed indigenously by the Defence Research and Development Organisation, DRDO. The family of 
Agni missiles has been in the arsenal of the Indian armed forces since the early 1990s. Underlining the significance 
of the test, Prime Minister Narendra Modi announced it himself in a congratulatory message for Defence Research 
and Development Organisation (DRDO), much like he had done five years ago when India had carried out an anti-
satellite test. 

 
Proud of our DRDO scientists for Mission Divyastra, the first flight test of indigenously developed Agni-5 
missile with Multiple Independently Targetable Re-entry Vehicle (MIRV) technology,” Modi said in a 
message posted on ‘X’. 
 

 
 
 

Defence Technology for Strong Self-Reliant Bharat 
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We welcome you to participate in ‘Dekho Apna Desh, People’s Choice 2024’ a tourist destination poll by the Ministry 
of Tourism Participants can input their favorite tourist attractions into five defined categories that align with their 
preferences. It's mandatory for participants to select at least one attraction they have already visited from any of 
the five categories and choose at least one attraction that they wish to visit in the future. The winning attractions 
identified will enable the Ministry of Tourism, Government of India to develop attractions and destinations in mission 
mode, contributing to India’s journey towards Viksit Bharat@2047 

 
 
 

Thematic Tourism Choices in India 

https://innovateindia.mygov.in/dekho-apna-desh/
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New India at work in diverse sports arenas 
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A delegation comprising 22 Journalists from 13 countries of Central Europe, including from Croatia Mr. 
Miodrag Sajatović, weekly magazine Lider and Mr. Mladen Miletić, Daily newspaper Poslovni Dnevnik, 
were visiting India as part of their Familiarisation Programme organised by the Ministry of External 
Affairs, Government of India.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

Read the full article on the following link.  Read the full article on the following link.  
 

India's Leadership has Vision, 
Knowledge and Courage 

Impressions of Familiarization Visit to New India by  
two Croatian Media representatives 

https://www.poslovni.hr/svijet/indijci-brze-od-svih-usvajaju-fintech-dnevnih-transakcija-obave-kao-sad-u-tri-mjeseca-a-sve-cesce-ih-vode-zene-4436188
https://lidermedia.hr/komentari/miodrag-sajatovic-za-razliku-od-hrvatskoga-vodstva-indijsko-ima-viziju-znanje-i-hrabrost-156198#google_vignette
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Media coverage locally on India 

https://www.poslovni.hr/tag/indija
https://www.poslovni.hr/tag/indija
https://www.poslovni.hr/tag/indija
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Indian Economy on the Transformational Paths 

India will be a world leader in AI: PM Modi 
Prime Minister Modi applauded the enthusiasm of Indian youth at the conclusion of the 
three-day long Startup Mahakumbh. The PM spoke about the government’s support and 
initiatives that are designed to foster innovation and startups in the country. He 
highlighted the pace at which AI has grown in India and mentioned a few examples of 
how he himself has used this technology. “Today, we are in a new era connected by AI 
technology. Our job is to not let this opportunity pass…National Quantum mission, AI 
mission and semiconductor mission will open doors to new possibilities for India’s youth,” 
Modi said. 
Fitch improves India’s FY25 GDP forecast to 7% 
Fitch Ratings has revised India’s gross domestic product (GDP) growth forecast upward 
for the ongoing and the next financial year, anticipating the economy will sustain its robust 
expansion. In its March Outlook report, the rating agency disclosed that it now expects 
India’s real GDP for FY25 to grow by 7%, marking a 0.5% point upward revision. Fitch 
predicts a growth rate of 7.8% in FY24 and 7.0% in FY25 for India, which are significant 
upward revisions. Recently, the Indian government revised the GDP growth forecast for 
FY24 to 7.6% from the previous 7.3%. Fitch anticipates that domestic demand, notably 
investment, will be the primary growth driver in India, buoyed by sustained business and 
consumer confidence. Fitch’s forecasts predict that short-term growth will exceed the 
economy’s estimated potential, with growth rates moderating towards the trend in FY25. 
Real GDP is expected to rise by 6.5% at that time. 
India to manufacture semiconductor equipment soon: IT Minister Ashwini 
Vaishnaw 
At the inauguration of Applied Materials’ US$ 20-million-dollar facility in Bengaluru, India’s 
minister for IT, Ashwini Vaishnaw, stated that it will not be long before semiconductors 
are manufactured entirely in the country. Components previously imported from countries 
like Taiwan and Japan will now be made in the Applied Materials facility in Bengaluru. 
This facility will be the first in India to process 300 mm wafers commercially. This is a big 
step in the right direction as until now, the processing of only 200 mm wafers has been 
undertaken commercially in the country. Similarly, other crucial pillars of the 
semiconductor manufacturing infrastructure are being established in India. Micron has 
begun the construction of its ATMP centre, while LAM Research has started 
implementing its proposal to train Indian semiconductor engineers through its Semiverse 
Solutions. The IT minister said the Indian Institute of Science has commenced its first 
training course with 35 students. The minister stated that the inauguration of the Applied 
Materials facility in Bengaluru marks the fulfilment of all four agreements made during 
the Honourable Prime Minister’s state visit to the US. 
Apple’s ambitious push for double-digit market share in India 
Apple is ramping up efforts to secure a double-digit market share in India’s smartphone 
arena, aiming to surpass its current 7% foothold. Intensified focus on India comes amidst 
a slowdown in key markets like the US and China, with India emerging as Apple's second-
largest manufacturing hub. Although many iPhones manufactured in India are exported, 
the domestic market is experiencing robust growth, surpassing 38% annually. Tim Cook, 
Apple’s CEO, has lauded India as an “incredibly exciting market,” with the company 
achieving record revenue. Despite ranking sixth in India’s smartphone market in 2023, 
with shipments exceeding 10 million units and a nearly 7% market share, Apple remains 
a revenue leader alongside Samsung.  
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Did you know about the Origins of Mathematics from India?  

 
The techniques of trigonometry, algebra, algorithm, square root, cube root, negative numbers, and the 
most significant decimal system are concepts which were discovered by Indian mathematicians from 
ancient India and are employed worldwide even today. The word Geometry seems to have emerged 
from the Sanskrit word gyaa-miti which means "measuring the Earth". The word Trigonometry is like 
tri-kona-miti meaning "measuring triangular forms". Euclid is credited with the invention of Geometry 
in 300 BCE while the concept of Geometry in India emerged in 1000 BCE, from the practice of making 
fire altars in square and rectangular shapes. The treatise of Surya Siddhanta describes amazing details 
of Trigonometry, which was introduced to Europe 1200 years later in the 16th century by Briggs. All 
Hindu as well as Buddhist mandalas and yantras are complex forms of Geometrical shapes. 
Bhaskaracharya otherwise known as Bhaskara is probably the most well-known mathematician of 
ancient India today. Bhaskara wrote his famous Siddhanta Siroman in the year 1150 A.D. It is divided 
into four parts; Lilavati (arithmetic), Bijaganita (a treatise on algebra), Goladhyaya (celestial globe), 
and Grahaganita (mathematics of the planets). An Arabic Scholar Al Zabar translated Bhaskara's work 
Bijaganita from Sanskrit. It was later known as Algebra in European languages. From India, the sine 
function was introduced to the Arab world in the 8th century, where the term jya was transliterated into 
jiba or jyb. Early Latin translations of Arabic mathematical treatises mistook jiba for the Arabic word 
jaib, which can mean the opening of a woman's garment at the neck. Accordingly, jaib was translated 
into the Latin sinus, which can mean "fold" (in a garment), "bosom," "bay," or even "curve." Hence our 
word "sine." The word “Algorithm” was supposed to be pronounced “Al-Khwarizmi”, which was the 
name of an eminent 9th-century Arab scholar, who played important roles in imparting knowledge on 
arithmetic and algebra from India to the Arabs. In his work, De numero indorum (Concerning the Hindu 
Art of Reckoning), it was based presumably on an Arabic translation of Brahmagupta where he gave 
a full account of the Hindu numerals which was the first to expound the system with its digits 0,1,2, 
3,…,9 and decimal place value which was a fairly recent arrival from India. The new notation came to 
be known as that of al-Khwarizmi, or more carelessly, algorismi; ultimately the scheme of numeration 
making use of the Hindu numerals came to be called simply algorism or algorithm. Source.  

 

 
 

http://veda.wikidot.com/tip:ganita
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Strenghtening People-to-People Ties between India & Croatia 

The Annual Indian Technical and Economic Cooperation - ITEC 
alumni get-together (ITEC Day) was held on the 26th of March with 
former ITEC course participants. Several presentations on the 
experience of the capacity-building platform renewed the already 
established strong bonds between the ITEC alumni & India. Ambassador 
Srivastava once again offered the latest insights on New India which is 
driven by Human-centric approach of development and is offering key 
cooperations and capacity-building programs, which would only increase 
in the coming decade. During the meeting, Ms. Vesna Ratković, the 
former lecturer of the Croatian language at Delhi University presented 
her experiences & read a poem on her emotional bond with India.  LINK. 
 
Ambassador Srivastava visited the India corner at ŠPUD to praise 
the works of the young artist who took part in the Exhibition 
»Creating Bridges Through Art«  held in the Technical Nikola Tesla 
from the 24th of January, until the 16th of February. Some of the 
artworks were integrated into the special poetry book Bharat, a 
presentation of 30 poems translated into Hindi from the Croatian poetry 
book “Slon Siroče” written by the first Ambassador of Croatia to India, 
Drago Štambuk.  The Work of Art by Young Hearts was organized in 
partnership with the Embassy of India, Zagreb, the dedication of mentors 
and students of the School of Applied Art and Design in Zagreb (ŠPUD), 
and the support of the Technical Museum of Nikola Tesla and the 
Croatian-Indian Friendship Society. The now, over 175 entries of artistic 
expression including images and impressions of India that come to the 
minds of young artists from Croatia is a tremendous effort and milestone 
for future generations of our two countries. 
 
Embassy of India, Zagreb and Open University Zagreb organized 
the well-attended lecture by Ambassador Srivastava on 
Contemporary India: Politics & Economy: “A Story on Human Centric 
Governance, Growth & Globalisation and about the Forthcoming 
Parliamentary Elections in India". The presentation highlighted India's 
civilisational heritage as the foundation for its current Human-Centric 
approach towards governance. 
 
The Ambassador interacted with the attendees, which included 
diplomats, students and Friends of India and shared the data & details 
on how the transformation that is taking place in India into a 
democratically, demographically, & digitally empowered nation is 
ensuring inclusive & sustainable green growth. The successful growth 
journey of India in the next 25 years would create positive value for the 
whole planet as India is driven by the thought of “World is one Family”. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

https://www.anmnewsenglish.in/.../itec-program-for-spread...
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In connection with the celebration of the Vishwa Hindi Diwas (विश्व विन्दी वििस) 2024 with the Indology department and 

ICCR Sanskrit chair at the Sveučilište u Zagrebu a special Hindi poetry book Bharat was released.  The poem collection 
is a presentation of 30 poems translated into Hindi from the Croatian poetry book “Slon Siroče” written by the first 
Ambassador of Croatia to India, Drago Štambuk.  

     
In his view the Book “Bharat” will contribute to a better mutual understanding between Croatia and India, fostering his 
poetic insights into a friendly and civilizationally important country; bringing India and Croatia even closer together.  
Ambassador Srivastava, who edited and curated the book "Bharat" expressed that these short poems revolve around 
the civilizational legacy of Vedic knowledge of Bharat, the secret of the universe, the values and experiences of 
humanity, the true nature of reality, nature, love and blissful union with the Supreme.  The book was presented in front 
of important contributors of the Indology department for the past decades, esteemed members of the Croatian Indian 
Society and many other promoters of the India-Croatia partnership. The attendees saw the cultural performances of 
poetry, and dance music in Hindi from Indology students showcasing their expertise in the language and affection 
towards Bharat.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Celebration of the Vishwa Hindi Diwas (विश्व विन्दी वििस) 2024  

with the release of a special Hindi Poetry Book „Bharat“ 
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The Celebration of the International Women's Day with the theme “Inspire Inclusion” at Napredak Culture Centre 
partnering with Croatian Indian Society was held on the 8th March with the keynote speech by Kolinda Grabar-
Kitarović, 4th President of the Republic of Croatia, who emphasized that the society can only reach progress with 
inclusion of woman, which is influencing positively prosperity and economics, praising efforts of the Government of 
India in taking initiatives and reaching milestones which are already influencing the rest of the world. Ambassador 
Srivastava explained several initiatives of the GoI in his short presentation on “Role of Women in India’s 
Transformational Journey in the next 25 years” which included the efforts of last decade showing great results in 
inclusive sustainable growth being witnessed in India. In the next 25 years, women will contribute their might in 
making India a frontline state by 2047 when India celebrates its 100th year of Independence, concluded the 
Ambassador. While Dorotea Šušak, Director of the Center for Women Studies, also praised India's progress in 
minimizing the gender gap. Lastly, the president of the Joginder Singh-Nijjar President of the Croatian-Indian 
Society also welcomed & thanked the guest in this well attended gathering.   

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Celebration of the International Women's Day 
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The inauguration of the 2nd edition of "India in Dubrovnik" which is celebrated from the 11th-13th March with 3C's 
(Conversations, Culture, & Chess) saw an evening of Conversation on the topic „Bridging Science with Spirituality “. 
Ambassador Srivastava noted that Science & Spirituality both connect the microscopic & macroscopic realities, both 
try to make sense of human experience & physical reality. The bridge between “Science and Spirituality could 
transform the human experience and enhance Peace, Progress and Prosperity on our planet. Ambassador Srivastava 
also explained the ancient Indian schools of philosophies which provided both scientific & spiritual paths to explore 
the truth and fulfill the human potential living beyond five senses. Meanwhile prof. Ivo Orlić, an independent researcher 
gave his view on the topic through a presentation searching for links between natural and spiritual laws. The Law of 
Correspondence is a metaphysical principle that connects physics and life, visible and invisible, material, and 
immaterial. For example, the physical law of action and reaction, metaphysicians recognize as a reflection of the 
deeper spiritual law of cause and effect, just as they recognize that other physical concepts such as flow, energy, 
inertia, or force are as applicable to humans as they are to nature. Prof Orlic presented the struggles of Physics in 
explaining the theory of small which from particle physics has shifted to quantum physics where deterministic models 
of 20th century no more work, and probability & possibility determine the outcomes till observations are made. This 
unique week of India in Dubrovnik is partnered by the Croatian-Indian Friendship Society Dubrovnik, City, Tourism 
Board, University & Inter University Centre Dubrovnik, Croatian Chess Federation and the Embassy of India, Zagreb. 

 

India in Dubrovnik 
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A good mix of young & old, amateur & experts, women & men, girls & boys participated in the chess 
tournament held as part of the ‘Days of India in Dubrovnik'.  The event was opened by The Mayor of the 
City of Dubrovnik Mato Frankovic and Ambassador Srivastava. "India Days in our city bring us something 
new every year, I am glad that this year it is chess and that there are so many young people here interested 
in this skill, which always requires a lot of concentration and thinking a few steps ahead", said Mayor 
Franković.  Ambassador Srivastava highlighted the origins of chess in India and it’s growing popularity 
among young Indians populating the global leaderboards. Croatian Grandmaster Alojzije Jankovic also 
spoke about the Croatian Chess Federation’s efforts to make chess more popular in Croatia. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Playing on the frequency of the universe 

 
The 2nd day of the "India in Dubrovnik" celebration saw a performance by jazz maestro Zoran Majstorović, 
playing on the frequency of the universe. The performance depicted India's Raga music with different 
string instruments, as music creates bridges between people without the need for a common language. 
The performance was attended by Ambassador Srivastava and by members of the India-Croatian 
Friendship Society Dubrovnik and Friends of India. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

India in Dubrovnik 
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The Embassy of India, Zagreb in cooperation with the Croatian Indian Society welcomed the spring on the 
occasion of the Holi Festival at India House with distinguished guests from the diplomatic corps, Friends of 
India and the Croatian representative Lucija Begić for the 71st Miss World pageant which was recently held 
in India. Ambassador Srivastava noted that these gatherings are bringing people together from all walks of 
life and therefore better connecting India and Croatia. The event was also marked with a Kathak performance 
and Musical intermezzo by the Hspd Sljeme Šestine Zagreb. The attendees enjoyed a variety of Indian 
Cuisine and a live demonstration of making Indian Naan in tandoor. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

*** 
Compiled by 

Embassy of India, Zagreb 
*If you do not wish to continue to receive our newsletters, you can unsubscribe by replying 

“unsubscribe” to this email. 

 

 

 

Holi Festival at India House 

 
 
 

https://www.indianembassyzagreb.gov.in/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/India-in-Zagreb/1605194046400561
https://twitter.com/India_Croatia

