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Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi: 
 
“One feels proud when there is 
freedom from dynasty and nepotism, 
and such results come along. My dear 
countrymen, there are many 
challenges no doubt. But if there are 
crores of problems before this country, 
then there are also crores of solutions 
and I have faith in 130 crore 
countrymen. When 130 crore 
countrymen take one step ahead with 
a set goal and the commitment to 
resolve, India moves 130 steps 
forward. We have to move forward with 
this capability. This is the first dawn of 
the ‘Amrit Kaal’ and we should not 
forget a single moment for the next 25 
years. To live for the motherland each 
day, every moment of time and every 
particle of life will be our true tribute to 
the freedom fighters. Only then, the 
virtuous remembrance of all those who 
contributed in taking the country to this 
point in the last 75 years will be of use”.  
 
Watch the full speech at the following 
LINK. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi addresses the nation from the Red Fort on the 76th 
Independence Day 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YFar3Iv30KA
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Prime Minister Narendra Modi laid out a development strategy for the next 25 years of India. The strategy, which he 
called 'Panchpran', includes five pledges for India's future. 
 
PM Modi said India has to focus on five areas in the coming years. These include: 
1. A developed India: The Prime Minister emphasised the need to move forward with bigger resolutions for a 
developed India. He said that initiatives like cleanliness campaigns, vaccination drives, electricity connection to 25 
million people, stopping open defecation and focusing on renewable energy sources are being taken up to achieve 
this. 
2. Freedom from the idea of servility: PM Modi also stressed on erasing all traces of servitude in order to change the 
people's mindset. According to Modi, the National Education Policy (NEP) is the way to get rid of the mentality of 
servility. He said, "We should be proud of every language of the country" and praised the rise of digital India. He also 
said start-ups are the result of the emerging power of the country. 
3. Pride in heritage: In order to give solutions to the issues in the world, it is necessary to take pride in our own 
heritage, said the prime minister. He further said, "When we connect with our earth, only then will we fly high. 
Protection of the environment is hidden in our heritage." 
4. Unity and solidarity: Prime Minister Modi said that unity and solidarity can be achieved by celebrating diversity. 
Respecting women, gender equality and respect for workers are part of celebrating diversity. He also spoke strongly 
against the discrimination against women and said citizens must strive to find a way out of this issue. 
5. Fulfilling one's duty: As a part of the development strategy, PM Modi also emphasised the duty of the citizens 
towards the country. He said, "The duty of citizens paves the way for progress. This is the basic vital force." He added 
that it is not just the common man who must fulfill this duty but the union ministers, including the prime minister himself. 
 
 
 

Glimpses from a memorable Independence Day program at the Red Fort 

During the speech, the Prime Minister highlighted 'Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav', and said the 

event is an opportunity to recall the contributions made by those who dedicated their lives to 

the country during the last 75 years. 
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The Competitiveness Roadmap for India@100 was released by the Economic Advisory Council to the Prime Minister 

(EAC-PM) on the 30th of August. The roadmap, which is a part of the India Competitiveness Initiative, was released in 

the presence of Dr. Bibek Debroy, Chairman, EAC-PM, Sanjeev Sanyal, Member, EAC-PM, and the members of the 

Stakeholders Group formed as part of the initiative. The roadmap is a collaborative endeavor between the EAC-PM and 

The Institute for Competitiveness and is developed by Dr. Amit Kapoor, Chair, Institute for Competitiveness, Professor 

Michael E. Porter, and Dr. Christian Ketels of Harvard Business School. It envisions setting new guiding principles for 

the country’s growth journey over the following years and guiding different states, ministries, and partners in India’s 

growth to develop sector-specific roadmaps for achieving targeted goals. 

The Competitiveness roadmap for India@100 is based on the Competitiveness framework developed by Professor 

Michael E. Porter. The Competitiveness approach puts forth the idea of productivity as a driver of sustained prosperity. 

It emphasizes the context that a nation can provide firms with to be more productive and for individuals to be able to 

partake in the value generated through their productivity. Based on this approach, the India@100 roadmap guides the 

way for India to become a high-income country by 2047 through sector-specific and region-specific policies based on 

the ‘4 S’ principles. The roadmap sets out to give new guiding principles that are based on clearly defined overall goals 

and the articulation of a new development approach embedded in integrating social and economic agendas. The ‘4 S’ 

guiding principles redefine our approach to attaining prosperity by stressing the need for prosperity growth to be 

matched by social progress, to be shared across all regions within India, to be environmentally sustainable, and to be 

solid in the face of external shocks. By capturing these four important aspects, the ‘4 S’ guiding principles pave the way 

for resilient and holistic development. 

In his message,  Professor Michael Porter mentioned, “The competitiveness framework underlying the roadmap offers 

a strategic perspective on how to translate the diagnostics on a country’s competitiveness fundamentals into actionable 

insights. The solution does not lie in narrow interventions. What is needed to accelerate progress is a clear strategy 

enabling action to focus on key priority areas”. Dr. Amit Kapoor shared the essence of the Competitiveness roadmap 

as he said, “The competitiveness approach must serve as the cornerstone of India’s economic and social policy for us 

to be able to sustain long-term economic growth. The recommendations outlined in the roadmap factor in India’s unique 

advantages and are based on a new set of guiding principles, policy goals, and an implementation architecture”. The 

roadmap is a step in this direction. It offers a thorough diagnostic assessment of India’s current competitiveness level, 

the primary challenges faced, and growth opportunities. Furthermore, setting out the pathway to becoming a high-

income country, the roadmap suggests essential areas of action, including improving labor productivity and enhancing 

labor mobilization, boosting the creation of competitive job opportunities, and improving policy implementation through 

greater coordination across different ministries. 

 

 

PM's Economic Advisory Council released Competitiveness Roadmap 
for India@100 
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The roadmap was presented by Dr Christian Ketels, who highlighted the importance of building a complete 
understanding of India’s strengths and its unique advantages, which can help enhance the country’s 
overall national value proposition. He stated, “Understanding India’s competitiveness challenges and 
opportunities also help gain insights into the challenges and opportunities that the world is facing. How 
India manages to address its major challenges will have a bearing on how the world tackles these 
challenges. India’s performance matters”. In the Keynote address on ‘India- The Competitive Edge’, Dr 
Bibek Debroy, Chairman, EAC-PM, mentioned, “If India’s development trajectory has to emerge faster, 
higher, and stronger, both government policies and the enterprises and markets functioning in the 
environment set by the former, are of great significance”. Adding emphasis to the importance of a renewed 
approach to development, Amitabh Kant, G20, Sherpa, stated, “In an ever-evolving global context, India 
is working towards presenting a sustained growth model based on ease of living for its people and ease 
of doing business for its industries. The emphasis is not just on attaining the ambitions set for India but 
also on how the country gets there. The roadmap provides directions guiding the process of attaining the 
set goals, and outlines the kind of principle changes required for the transformation we are working 
towards”. The release also included a panel discussion among members of the stakeholder group 
constituted as part of the initiative. The panellists included Akshi Jindal, CEO, Barmalt Malting (India) Pvt. 
Ltd., Ashish Jhalani, MD, Square Panda, Gurcharan Das, Author, Hari Menon, Director, India Country 
Office, BMGF, Himanshu Jain, President, Indian Subcontinent, Diversey, Ravi Venkatesan, Chairman, 
Global Energy Alliance for People and Planet, Sumant Sinha, Chairman & MD, ReNew Power. The 
discussion brought forth valuable insights pertinent to India’s future growth trajectory.The 
Competitiveness Roadmap for India@100 provides the basis for a renewed approach to India’s growth 
and development strategy. Moving ahead, the focus would be on developing KPIs and roadmaps for 
different industries, ministries, and states of the country to shape the journey towards reaching the 
country’s ambitions by its centennial year. The change in approach to development in different sectors 
and states will not only shape policy actions today but also have an impact on the design and 
implementation of future policies. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Next UPI: What is India's Open Network for Digital Commerce? 

ONDC, set up as a non-profit company is a 
network that lets sellers voluntarily display 
their products and services across all 
participating apps and platforms. Since this 
network uses open specifications and 
protocols and isn't tied down to any platform 
– it doesn't require buyers and sellers to use 
the same platform to complete a transaction. 
So long as the platforms are connected to this 
open network, buyers and sellers can 
transact irrespective of the applications they 
use. US firm Microsoft has become the first 
big tech company to ONDC. The software 
giant intends to introduce social e-commerce 
— group buying experience — in the Indian 
market, which would include a shopping app 
for Indian consumers along with their social 
circle, harnessing the ONDC network to 
discover the best pricing among retailers and 
sellers. 
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 ‘Unprecedented urgency’ may have pushed India and the EU to revive trade talks 
after 9 years [BBC ARTICLE] 

 
 

In a stunning turnaround, India and the European Union recently revived negotiations for a free trade 
agreement after talks halted nearly a decade ago — and observers say it could have been driven by 
“unprecedented urgency.” The next round of India-EU FTA talks will take place in Brussels in September. 
52 technical sessions covering 18 policy areas of the free trade agreement and seven sessions on 
investment protection and GIs were held during the first round of talks. The deal is expected to double 
trade between India and the EU in the next five years, from an estimated $115 billion in 2021, according 
to the Economic Intelligence Unit. 
 
India’s Commerce and Industry Minister Piyush Goyal and European Commission Executive Vice 
President Valdis Dombrovskis formally relaunched the negotiations in Brussels in June. “Both partners are 
now resuming the FTA talks after a gap of about nine years since the earlier negotiations were left off in 
2013 due to difference in the scope and expectations from the deal,” India’s Ministry of Commerce and 
Industry said. 
 
The deal, if concluded, would be one of the most significant trade agreements for India as the European 
Union is its second-largest trading partner after the U.S., according to India’s commerce ministry. It could 
lead to multiple benefits for both sides such as greater market access for businesses, helping lower tariffs, 
and easing the movements of goods and people for employment purposes. 
 
The EU, which is India’s 10th largest trading partner, accounts for 2.1% of total trade in goods. Bilateral 
trade for services between them reached €30.4 billion ($30.68 billion) in 2020, data from the European 
Commission showed. Merchandise trade between India and the EU hit an all-time high of $116.36 billion 
in the financial year that ended in March — up 43.5% year-on-year, according to India’s Ministry of 
Commerce and Industry. India’s exports to the EU jumped 57% to $65 billion for the full-year period, the 
ministry said. 
 
 

From the Global Media 

https://www.cnbc.com/2022/07/18/india-and-eu-revive-stalled-fta-talks-as-global-tensions-spark-urgency.html
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Kashmiri Saffron: The Story of the World’s Sweetest, Most Expensive Spice 

 
Kashmiri saffron is known to provide a beautiful golden colour and pungent, aromatic flavour to 
food.  
 
Amidst the towering snow-capped mountains of Pampore, Kashmir, lie fields covered in a blanket of purple 
crocus flowers. This is the flower that produces the precious spice known as saffron. Pampore, a small 
village located around 14 kilometres from the state capital, Srinagar, is known as the ‘saffron capital of 
India’, with more than 20,000 families associated with saffron cultivation. 
 
The saffron produced in the region is of superior quality and can fetch as much as Rs 2,50,000 per kilogram 
in the market. The laborious task of cultivating saffron is what makes the spice so valuable. 
 
The process begins with the villagers picking the delicate flowers and collecting them in wicker baskets. 
Each flower is then sorted according to its three parts — the petals, the yellow strands and the red strands. 
Pure saffron is derived from the red strands. More than 1,50,000 flowers are sifted and scanned for a 
kilogram of the crimson spice. After this, the strands are dried over a charcoal fire. Across India, this spice 
has many names — zafran in Urdu, kesar in Hindi, kong posh in Kashmiri and kungumapoo in Tamil. 
Alongside the multiple names it is known by, there are numerous accounts of how the spice came to India. 
 
One such legend dates back to the 12th century, which says that while travelling through the country, two 
Sufi saints presented a local chieftain with a saffron bulb after he cured them of an illness. Another claims 
that the Persians brought it to the country from Iran in 500 B.C during their trades. A third dates the spice 
back to the Mughal Empire, and says the spice was used extensively in cooking. 
 
Source: thebetterindia.com 
 
 

https://www.thebetterindia.com/252518/pure-kashmiri-saffron-order-online-spices-pampore-indian-food-history-c24/
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75th Anniversary of Independence Day 

As we celebrate the 75th Anniversary of India’s Independence Day, let us rededicate our patriotic fervor 
toward nation-building! On the occasion of the 75th Anniversary of Independence Day, Azadi ka Amrit 
Mahotsav was marked with the enthusiastic participation of 100 guests in the Flag Hoisting ceremony. 
Ambassador Raj Kumar Srivastava unfurled the National Flag and read out Rashtrapatiji's message, 
followed by patriotic cultural performances which included a poem and performance of a song Har Ghar 
Tiranga.  

Watch the glimpses here & here.  

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/IndiainCroatia/posts/pfbid02qTxtkVZ1oDNgAVv51DnkEwrZ9KghEU3Mn3G5vyHZry86ANicyjmo8fFmMkQYsBmjl
https://www.facebook.com/IndiainCroatia/videos/489865712977550
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National Day Reception on the occasion of the 75th Anniversary of India's Independence Day 

Ambassador Raj Kumar Srivastava hosted the National Day Reception on the occasion of the 75th Anniversary of 
Independence Day at Zagreb and highlighted India's Amrit Kaal’s resolve for transforming India into a developed 
country in the next 25 years by following Pancha Prana as mentioned by Prime Minister from the Red Fort on 15 
August 2022. Apart from the iconic Amrit Mahotsav events in Croatia, Amb also appreciated the recently published 
book on 30 years of Croatian-Indian links "Thirty Chapters for Thirty Years of Diplomatic Relations (1992-2022)". 
Among the 150 distinguished guests were the former President of Croatia H.E. Mr. Stjepan Mesić, Mayor of the City 
of Zagreb, H.E. Mr. Tomislav Tomašević, and Member of the Prime Minister’s Scientific Advisory Board and the 
Professor Emeritus of the National Forensic Science University, Gandhinagar, Gujarat Dr. Dragan Primorac. The 
guests witnessed the Indian classical music performance by Sarod Maestro Arnab Bhattacharya along with Tabla 
player Rohen Bose. 

Watch the glimpses of the function at the following LINK. 

 

 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/IndiainCroatia/videos/473904107580326
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Published book on 30 years of Croatian-Indian links "Thirty Chapters for 
Thirty Years of Diplomatic Relations (1992-2022)" 
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Ambassador Srivastava in an interview for Poslovni.hr headlined "Our (Croatian-Indian) relations can only 
grow with the potential of 4T (Talent, Tourism, Technology, and Trade)" pointed out that as India celebrates 
its 75th Anniversary on the 15th of August this year, India is firmly placed with resolve to make its next 25 
years’ journey empowering its most important resource, that is, its people for inclusive growth, driven by 
innovation and technology.  
 
“As we celebrate the 75th Anniversary of India’s independence on 15th August this year, India is firmly 
placed with resolve to make its next 25 years’ journey empowering its most important resource, that is, its 
people for inclusive growth, driven by innovation and technology. For much of the 2000 years of the 
common history of humanity, India was the largest economy contributing 1/3 of the global output, but after 
two centuries of colonial subjugation and economic exploitation under the British Empire, India’s 
contribution to global GDP came down to mere 3% at the time of independence 75 years back. Today, 
after 75 years of independence, in purchasing power parity terms, India’s contribution to political GDP 
stands at 8.7%. With a 17.3% population of the world, India needs, at least, to double its global GDP 
contribution in the next 25 years to create democratic equality of opportunities for its people and, thereby, 
contribute to global peace, stability, and prosperity. The journey ahead is likely to be on an exponential 
growth path, given the demographic dividend that India enjoys with the average age of its population being 
at 29 years.” 
 

Read the full interview      https://bit.ly/3CcDm1d  

 
 
 
 
 

Ambassador Srivastava interview for the newspaper Poslovni Dnevnik on the 
occasion of the 75th Anniversary of India’s independence 

https://bit.ly/3CcDm1d
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NEWS ON INDIA 

India had proven to be the “pharmacy of the world” that assisted several 
countries in the remotest parts of the globe during the Covid-19 pandemic's 
recovery phase, President UN General Assembly (PGA) and Foreign Minister of 
Maldives Abdulla Shahid highlighted during his two-day visit to the country. In a 
meeting with Vice-President Jagdeep Dhankhar, he acknowledged the pivotal role 
played by India during the Covid-19 pandemic. Dhankhar congratulated him for his 
exemplary leadership of the UN General Assembly, especially in wake of the COVID19 
pandemic and ongoing international conflicts, the Ministry of External Affairs (MEA) said. 
 
Pointing out that the success of Maruti-Suzuki signifies the strong India-Japan 
partnership, Prime Minister Narendra Modi has said that relations between the 
two countries have reached new heights in the last eight years. Addressing a 
programme marking the commemoration of 40 years of Suzuki in India at Mahatma 
Mandir, Gandhinagar, Prime Minister Modi said, "when it comes to this friendship, every 
Indian definitely remembers our friend, former Prime Minister Late Shinzo Abe.” During 
the event, Prime Minister Modi laid the foundation stones of two key projects of the 
Suzuki group in India - the Suzuki Motor Gujarat Electric Vehicle Battery Manufacturing 
Facility at Hansalpur, Gujarat, and Maruti Suzuki’s upcoming vehicle manufacturing 
facility in Kharkhoda, Haryana.  
 
India plans to export $23.56 billion in agricultural goods in 2022-23. India has set 
a goal of exporting $23.56 billion worth of agricultural products in 2022-23, the Ministry 
of Commerce and Industry said in a statement released on Sunday. APEDA, which is 
an export promotion organization for agricultural products of the Ministry of Commerce 
& Industry has created an outreach strategy for the promotion of agricultural exports in 
order to reach the USD 23.56 billion export goal. Under this strategy, 300 events will be 
organized in the current year to increase exports. The APEDA also plans to raise 
awareness among the stakeholders in the food export industry by showcasing its impact 
on human beings through different digital platforms, including social media sites. 
 
India-UK Free Trade Agreement: Teams working to finalise key features by 
October end. Negotiators from India and the United Kingdom are working towards 
wrapping up discussions on major issues for the proposed Free Trade Agreement (FTA) 
by the end of October in keeping with a Diwali deadline. The two sides concluded the 
fifth round of talks for an India-UK Free Trade Agreement (FTA) on July 29. India and 
UK officials will continue to work intensively throughout the summer towards the target 
to conclude the majority of talks on a comprehensive and balanced Free Trade 
Agreement by the end of October 2022, India's Ministry of Commerce and Industry said. 
 
Developed countries keen to sign trade deals with India now, says Piyush Goyal 
India is one of the largest producers of cotton and asserting that the world now sees 
India as an engine of economic growth, Union Commerce and Industry Minister Piyush 
Goyal has said that developed countries were very keen to sign trade deals. India 
enjoyed the confidence of the world today, Goyal stressed while addressing traders at 
the Vyapari Udyami Sammelan in New Delhi. 
 
He added that before 2014, Indian economy was considered to be fragile and investors 
had their doubts about doing business with India. 
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News from India in Infographics 
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Ambassador’s outreaches 

Ambassador Srivastava read the message from 
PM Narendra Modi on the occasion of Sri 
Krishna Janmashtami to the representatives of 
ISKCON Croatia (International Society for 
Krishna Consciousness).  

 

 

 

AYUSH CELL 

In case you have missed watching the Zagreb-
based AYUSH Cell’s fortnightly Online Session 
“Understanding Essential Oils in terms of 
Ayurveda” with world expert Dr. Malte Hozzel, 
Founder of AHAM & Oshadhi, Ambassador 
Srivastava, and Yogacharya Jadranko Miklc, 
was held on the 10th August, you can find the 
recording at the following link.  

 

 

 

The Zagreb-based Ministry of Ayush, Cell’s 
fortnightly Online Session "Modern Science and 
Ancient Knowledge" with Denis Delogu, author 
of the book "In the Woods", Ambassador 
Srivastava & Yogacharya Jadranko Miklec was 
held on the 31st August. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://youtu.be/6fJW4sbTSds
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„The most beautiful miss world winners in the world come from India. Yoga, a worshiped physical 
discipline, was born in that country. Of course, also Mahatma Gandhi, the man who led India out of 
colonialism in 1947 and introduced India to the world of freedom and democracy with the Non-violent 
movement. And for most, when they first hear about India, it would be - that. Okay, there is also some 
Indian cuisine with fragrant spices, exotic animals, hyperproduction of Bollywood film production, holy 
cows, a huge gap between the rich and those at the bottom, without connective tissue, the middle class. 
But economics and geopolitics are difficult. Well, wrong! Apart from the fact that next year, according to 
all predictions, it will threaten China in terms of the number of inhabitants, who are on average 27 years 
old, therefore, in the tension of physical and creative strength, India is also grabbing its share of the cake 
in geopolitics. Because the good cards fell into their hands.“  
 
Glimpses from the article which was published in the July edition special editorial publication on India in 
the LIDER Magazine can be observed at the following link.  
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Awakening the Sleeping Giant: India is much more than yoga and Gandhi 

From the Croatian Media 

https://lidermedia.hr/biznis-i-politika/izmedu-istoka-i-zapada-indija-grabi-svoj-dio-kolaca-u-gospodarstvu-ali-i-u-geopolitici-144207
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On the occasion of the 75th Anniversary of India’s Independence Day, Sarod Maestro 
Arnab Bhattacharya & Tabla player Rohen Bose enthralled the audiences at 

Dubrovnik Summer Festival & Split Summer festival 

Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav 

 
 

 
Read the media publication in Dubrovački vjesnik 
about the performance of Arnab Bhattacharya 
along with Tabla player Rohen Bose at Dubrovnik 
Summer Festival on the 14th August at the 
following link.  

 
 

https://dubrovacki.slobodnadalmacija.hr/dubrovnik/vijesti/kultura/arnab-bhattacharya-i-rohen-bose-predstavili-indijsku-klasicnu-glazbu-1216330
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Watch the full performance at the following link.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav 

An evening of Indian classical music on the occasion of the 75th Anniversary of 
India’s Independence Day, by Sarod Maestro Arnab Bhattacharya along with Tabla 
player Rohen Bose was held at the Ludbreg Castle. The event was attended by the 

Mayor of Ludbreg, Mr. Dubravko Bilić, and Ambassador Srivastava. 

https://www.indianembassyzagreb.gov.in/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/India-in-Zagreb/1605194046400561
https://twitter.com/India_Croatia
https://www.youtube.com/watch?fbclid=IwAR1aFCUl3dy7eWVsdKWTDb7pQ9oUg8XAs-aquOgXNZZn7gxnX9uoumAnEqk&v=tmrwefttFxw&feature=youtu.be

