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The Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi participated 
in the Pran Pratishtha (consecration) ceremony of 
Shri Ramlalla in the newly built Shri Ram 
Janmbhoomi Mandir in Ayodhya, Uttar Pradesh. Shri 
Modi interacted with the shramjeevi who contributed 
to the construction of Shri Ram Janmbhoomi Mandir. 
Addressing the gathering, the Prime Minister 
exclaimed that our Ram has finally arrived after 
centuries. “After centuries of patience, uncountable 
sacrifices, renunciation and penance, our Lord Ram 
is here”, PM Modi remarked and congratulated the 
citizens on the occasion. The Prime Minister said that 
experiencing the divine consciousness inside the 
‘Garbh Grih’ (inner sanctum) cannot be put into words 
and his body is pulsating with energy and the mind is 
devoted to the moment of Pran Pratishtha. He 
underlined that the morning Sun of 22nd January has 
brought a new aura along with it. “22nd January 2024 
is not a mere date on the calendar, it is the origin of 
a new ‘kaal chakra’”, the Prime Minister said 
emphasizing that the joyous and festive mood of the 
entire nation was on a constant rise since the 
‘Bhoomi Pujan’ of Ram Janmabhoomi Temple and 
the progress of the developmental works enthused 
new energy into the citizens. “ 

Read the full speech here. 

PM participates in the Pran Pratishtha ceremony of 
Shri Ramlalla in the newly built Shri Ram 

Janmbhoomi Mandir in Ayodhya 

https://www.pmindia.gov.in/en/news_updates/pm-participates-in-pran-pratishtha-ceremony-of-shri-ramlalla-in-the-newly-built-shri-ram-janmbhoomi-mandir-in-ayodhya/?comment=disable


 

2 | P a g e  

 

Embassy of India, Zagreb Newsletter (ISSUE NO. 1: January 2024) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  

 

Glimpses Of 75th Republic Day Celebrations at Kartavya Path, New Delhi 

At the invitation of Prime Minister of India, Shri Narendra Modi, President of the 
French Republic H.E. Mr. Emmanuel Macron paid a State Visit to India as the Chief 

Guest for the 75th Republic Day of India. 
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The official opening of the Exhibition of the Art Competition by Young Artists of School of Applied Arts and Design 
in Zagreb (ŠPUD) »Creating Bridges Through Art« was held in the Tehnical Museum Nikola Tesla on the 24th 
January, while the exhibition would stay open for visitors until the 16th of February. The Work of Art by Young Hearts 
was organized in partnership of the Embassy of India, Zagreb, the dedication of mentors and students of the School 
of Applied Art and Design in Zagreb (ŠPUD), and the support of Technical Museum of Nikola Tesla and the Croatian-
Indian Friendship Society. 

 
The opening gathered several distinguished guests amongst which were the former Croatian Presidents, H.E. Mr. 
Ivo Josipović, H.E. Mr. Stjepan Mesić, representatives of the diplomatic corps, Ministarstvo vanjskih i europskih 
poslova and Ms. Ivan Milardović Štimac, as the representative of the City of Grad Zagreb. The event was opened 
by Ambassador Srivastava who explained the background of the past endeavours with the 2022 established India's 
corner at ŠPUD which interest of students & mentors was marked in January 2022 by gifting 75 congratulation 
postcards to the Prime Minister of India and to the people of India. The Art competition »Creating Bridges Through 
Art« lasted from the 18th of September 2023 until the 1st of December 2023, where it was proposed to showcase 
India through 5 themes: 1) The World is One Family 2) India's Transformation and Space Research for Humanity 
3) How to use Technology for your Advantages 4) Nikola Tesla – Bharat 5) Mission Life. 

 

 
 

Opening of the Exhibition of the Art Competition by Young Artists of School of 
Applied Arts and Design in Zagreb (ŠPUD) »Creating Bridges Through Art« 
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The award-winning artworks have been decided by an effort of 10 Croatian & Indian Jury Members’ Choices 
amongst which were famous Croatian and Indian artist, institutions members that enabled a stronger tie between 
Croatia and India. 

 
Ms. Markita Franulić, director of the Technical Museum Nikola Tesla welcomed the attendees and praised the 
efforts of the Embassy of India, Zagreb which created the bridge between Art & Science for the youth of Croatia 
and India. Mr. Filip Pintarić, headmaster of ŠPUD, congratulated the Embassy of India on recognizing the works 
and establishing the India corner, and on expressing support for future collaborations. He also stated that the 
bridges of ŠPUD students created on this occasion are not one-off instant solutions. Faced with the unfortunate 
situation of being displaced after the Zagreb earthquake and waiting for the School’s reconstruction, they are 
reaching for artistic solutions armed with a positive attitude, broad view, galloping hope and uncompromising 
beauty. Mrs. Mirjana Piskulić, Ministry of Culture and Media of the Republic of Croatia, conveyed the greetings of 
Minister f Culture and Media H.E. Ms. Nina Obuljen Koržinek, and stated that the young artist did a tremendous 
effort to showcase their skills in the art competition. She also recalled about Rabindranath Tagore's heritage, which 
influenced all walks of generations, including herself. Mr. Ivo Josipović, former President of Croatia, praised the 
artworks of the young artist and the efforts of the Ambassador and Embassy of India, Zagreb to connect the youth 
of both countries. He also highlighted that the students are now citizens of the world and would have an opportunity 
to visit India, the country which have showcased the art exhibition. The event was followed with a short award 
ceremony for the most prominent student artworks, followed with Borna Šercer classical music intermezzo. The 
jazz group Borna Sercar's Jazziana Croatica would be one of the highlights of February month of the 9th edition of 
'Delhi International Jazz Festival'.  
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Republic Day Celebration  

The 75th Republic Day of India was marked by the unfurling of the National Flag by the Ambassador of 
India to Croatia Raj Kumar Srivastava at the Chancery premises with the attendance of Indian nationals 
and friends of India. This was followed by reading the address of the Hon'ble President of India to the 
Nation. The Embassy is congratulating its citizens and Friends of India on Republic Day 2024. 
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The Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi 

inaugurated the opening ceremony of the Khelo 

India Youth Games 2023 in Chennai, Tamil Nadu. 

PM Modi also launched and laid the foundation 

stone of projects related to the Broadcasting sector 

worth about Rs 250 crores. He also witnessed a 

cultural program. He also placed the Games’ torch 

handed by two athletes on the cauldron marking the 

inauguration of Khelo India Youth Games. 

Addressing the gathering, the Prime Minister 

welcomed everyone to the 13th Khelo India Games 

and said that it is a great way to begin 2024.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

New India at work in diverse sports arenas 

 
The government of India's goal is to make India a top sporting nation even as all out efforts are being made 
to organise the 2036 Olympics and 2029 Youth Olympics in India, said Prime Minister Narendra Modi. India 
should become a hub for the global international sports ecosystem.  

Working Hard to Host 2036 Olympics in India: PM Modi 
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NEWS ON INDIA 

Apple Strengthens India Commitment with Inauguration of Bengaluru Office 
Tech giant Apple has officially opened its latest office in Bengaluru, India, showcasing a 
reinforced commitment to the country, recognized as the world's second-largest 
smartphone market. The newly unveiled office, spanning 15 floors, can accommodate up 
to 1,200 employees and features dedicated lab spaces, collaborative zones, wellness 
facilities, and Caffe Macs. A spokesperson for Apple expressed excitement about the 
expansion, highlighting Bengaluru as the residence of diverse talented teams covering 
software engineering, hardware technologies, operations, customer support, and more. 
The office has been meticulously designed to promote innovation, creativity, and 
collaboration, aligning with Apple's core values. Apple’s Bengaluru teams are actively 
engaged in diverse business aspects, spanning software, hardware, services, IS&T, 
operations, and customer support. With almost 3,000 employees in India, Apple’s 
collaboration with local suppliers contributes to the creation of hundreds of thousands of 
jobs nationwide. The company also partners with various entities in India to support 
environmental protection initiatives and enhance access to education and employment 
opportunities. 
Record-breaking Milestone: UPI Transactions Surpass 100 Billion in 2023 
The National Payments Corporation of India (NPCI) has unveiled impressive statistics, 
indicating that Unified Payments Interface (UPI) transactions soared past the 100-billion 
mark in 2023. As the operator of the UPI service and other payment processing 
infrastructure, NPCI reported a staggering 117.6 billion transactions processed by UPI 
throughout the year, showcasing substantial growth compared to 74 billion transactions 
in 2022 and 38.7 billion transactions in 2021. The total value processed through UPI rails 
last year exceeded Rs 182 lakh crore. Monthly transactions on UPI witnessed a 
remarkable increase of over 49% from January to December 2023, as per NPCI data. In 
December 2023 alone, UPI payments reached 12.02 billion transactions, processing 
payments worth INR 18.23 lakh crore. This represents a 54% year-on-year growth in 
volume and a 42% growth in transaction value annually.  
Three MoUs in Semiconductor Sector on Vibrant Gujarat Summit 
Three crucial Memoranda of Understanding (MoUs) were signed at the Vibrant Gujarat 
Global Summit 2024, signalling a significant push in the semiconductor sector. One of 
them, between the Gujarat government and Simmtech, a South Korean PCB-
manufacturing company, proposed an investment exceeding Rs 1,250 crore and creating 
over 1,000 job opportunities. In addition, two other MoUs were signed between Micron 
and Namtech, the education initiative of ArcelorMittal Nippon Steel and between CISCO 
and Namtech. These agreements focus on advancing talent pipelines and creating 
cybersecurity, networking, and AI learning academic programs. At the event, Union 
Minister for Communications and Electronics and Information Technology Ashwini 
Vaishnaw continued encouraging the semiconductor sector to invest in Gujarat and India. 
He specifically urged IIT Gandhinagar to establish a centre of excellence for 
semiconductor R&D. Vaishnaw asserted that the proposed semiconductor fabrication 
facility by Tata Group, currently under evaluation by the Union government, would 
surpass the scale of Micron Technology’s semiconductor plant in Sanand. Emphasising 
the need for talent in the industry over the next decade, Vaishnaw, who also oversees 
the Railways portfolio, stated that India could provide a million more professionals. He 
expressed enthusiasm for creating an ecosystem for R&D and facilitating the growth of 
the semiconductor sector. 
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Embassy's AYUSH Cell Sessions in January/February  

 

 

  
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The Union Minister of Ayush and Ports, Shipping & Waterways Shri Sarbananda Sonowal laid the foundation 
stone for ‘Ayush Diksha’, a first-of-its-kind centre for development of human resources for Ayush professionals 
of future here today. This state-of-the-art centre will be developed within the campus of Central Ayurveda 
Research Institute, Bhubaneswar. Speaking at the event, Shri Sarbananda Sonowal said that Ayush movement 
has gained a lot of prominence in the last 10 years and we are moving towards an integrated medicine approach 
where an empowered Ayush system of medicine will also be used along with the modern medicine system.  

Foundation stone for ‘Ayush Diksha’ 
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Watch the latest interview with Ambassador Srivastava on Poslovni TV about New India Strengthening 
Global Partnerships - through 3D's: Democracy, Demography, Diversity". Ambassador explained how 
India has strengthened its Democracy by putting people empowerment at the centre of its initiatives, 
which would create human-centric progress. He also explained that as One Earth, we are coming 
together to nurture our planet. As One Family, we support each other in the pursuit of growth. And we 
move together towards a shared future - One Future - which is an undeniable truth in these 
interconnected times. The India-Croatia partnership would grow along with growing opportunities in the 
coming decade and deepen the already strong P2P ties. 
 

 
 
 
 

Watch the full interview at the following link: https://youtu.be/MZyke2qDrBs?si=-LbQLobRrvOQ11hP 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ambassador Srivastava on Poslovni TV about New India Strengthening 
Global Partnerships - through 3D's:  
Democracy, Demography, Diversity" 

https://youtu.be/MZyke2qDrBs?si=-LbQLobRrvOQ11hP
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India in Local Media  

A refreshing story of all-around human-centric governance, growth, & and globalisation published in 
Poslovni dnevnik newspaper is also a story of the 4 Ts - Technology, Tourism, Trade, & Talent. Uttar 
Pradesh is the growth engine of New India is home to Tradition & Modernity at the same time. 

Read the full article at the following link. 

https://www.poslovni.hr/svijet/nova-indijska-tehnoloska-velesila-uttar-pradesh-najavljuje-prvi-ai-grad-4424659?fbclid=IwAR1MybsXSe9ohlCBxFYQl9Lx389T_OehKYkTmVUPF1K2w1lerYO7Ss9-Gy4
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"Gujarat Shines on Global Stage: Vibrant Gujarat Global 
Summit 2024 Welcomed World Leaders 

Read the full article at the following link. 

https://www.poslovni.hr/svijet/gujarat-zasjao-na-globalnoj-pozornici-vibrant-gujarat-summit-2024-privukao-svjetske-celnike-4426581
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India's economy is set to grow around seven percent in the fiscal year 2023/2024 thanks to domestic 
demand and private investment.  In the new fiscal year, the economy will surpass the world average thanks 
to stable domestic demand and private investment, experts estimate in a government review of the 
economy. "Current developments in the Red Sea may have rekindled concerns about the security of global 
supply chains, further dampening softer growth in global trade in 2023," the government said in a statement. 

Read the full article at the following link. 
 
 
 
 

 
India impressed me so much that I decided to come back after 6 months and stay longer, for a total of 6 
months. And so since 2004, I have spent a total of ten winters in India, with my daughter who is now 17 
years old. Travelling to India was one of the most beautiful and challenging experiences of my life. India is 
a land of contrast, beauty and chaos, wealth and poverty, wisdom and folly. India is a country that makes 
you face yourself, with your fears, prejudices, weaknesses and strengths. India is a country that teaches 
you to appreciate what you have, to be grateful, humble, open and compassionate. 

Read the full article at the following link. 
 

 

Yoga routes through India 

India's economy will grow 7% this year 

https://www.poslovni.hr/trzista/indijska-ekonomija-porast-ce-sedam-posto-ove-godine-4426835
https://she.hr/putevima-yoge-kroz-indiju/?fbclid=IwAR1yT-cYlIbNFMWYdfKwgSIflLwP5-7boO-nIMo11fefkpbHb_o3NwlWD-s
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Representatives of the Diplomatic Corps Ambassadors of different countries accredited to the Republic of Croatia 
visited the City of Varaždin, an important city of Croatia with very rich history & traditions, and economic, technological, 
& sporting potential, on Tuesday, January 30, 2024. They were greeted by the Mayor of the City of Varaždin, Neven 
Bosilj and County Prefect Anđelko Stričak. The visit program was designed by the tourist board offices of the Ciity pf 
Varaždin and Varaždin County in consultations with the Dean of Croatian Diplomatic Corps association, Apostolic 
Nuncio of H. E. Giorgio Lingua, and Corps’ current Secretary General, Ambassador of India to Croatia, H. E. Raj 
Kumar Srivastava.  

 
  

 
 

Representatives of the Diplomatic Corps Ambassadors of different 
countries accredited to the Republic of Croatia visited the City of Varaždin 
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The recently held Place2Go Tourism Fair had a special 1-hour session on New India in front of 100 attendees 
at the centre stage. The attendees witnessed India's Cuisine, Festivals, Luxury, ODOP & Handicrafts, 
Ayurveda and Rejuvenation & Adventure Tourism and Business opportunities by Ambassador Srivastava 
who explained why a visit to India is not just any other visit, how it helps in self-discovery, given the widest 
possible canvass that India offers. The photographer Saša Pjanić, a recent visit to the most populated and 
fastest growing state of India - Government of UP presentation showed glimpses of the transformational and 
progressive opportunities which the state has to offer. Also, Izabela Marić, the President of the Croatian 
Yoga Federation & and Željka Barišić, former Indian Technical and Economic Cooperation (ITEC) 
participants, explained their past trips to India and how the visit changed their perceptions and created new 
long-lasting friendships and knowledge which have been inspiring to create new personal and business 
opportunities. 

 

 
 

India was the highlight of the Place2Go Tourism Fair 
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In cooperation of the Maritime and Historical Museum of the Croatian Coast (PPMHP) Rijeka and the Embassy of 
India, the exhibition "One District, One Product", was officially opened in Rijeka.  The director of PPMHP, Tamara 
Mataija praised ODOP, which aims to promote a typical product of a certain region and thus stimulate the entire 
economy, and given its success, the project has expanded, and the exhibition is an opportunity to learn about 
India's heritage. 

 
Mayor of Rijeka, Marko Filipović followed up on that by greeting his dear friend Ambassador Srivastava, and 
pointed out that in today's polarized world, India has and can play an important role in international relations.The 
deputy prefect of the Primorsko-goranski county Marina Medarić said that the exhibition represents a successful 
and commendable initiative that managed to preserve and revive a part of Indian culture and tradition, and is also 
a successful continuation of the cooperation between the two countries. Ambassador Srivastava opened the 
exhibition and emphasized that India is not only about its foundation in spirituality but also about its outlook towards 
technology, where focus is to use the new & emerging technologies for democratising the opportunities and find 
solutions for global challenges. , India’s ongoing transformation is going to create more opportunities for India to 
contribute in contributing towards global peace, progress, & prosperity. As for the project itself and the export of 
handicrafts, he explains, it was about 30 percent in the beginning, and until today it has grown to almost 75 percent 
in case of state of Uttar Pradesh from where ODOP idea originated in 2018 and now it has become a pan India 
initiative. ODOP is an example of how India’s transformation is inclusive, democratic, and empowering to the 
people.  The event was closed with a performance from Zoran Majstorovic playing on the frequency of the unuverse 
with Indian Cuisine experience which followed shortly afterwards. 

"One District One Product" in Rijeka 
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