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Today marks 365 days since India assumed the G20 
Presidency. It is a moment to reflect, recommit, and 
rejuvenate the spirit of ‘Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam, 
‘One Earth, One Family, One Future.’  
 
As we undertook this responsibility last year, the 
global landscape grappled with multifaceted 
challenges: recovery from the Covid-19 pandemic, 
looming climate threats, financial instability, and debt 
distress in developing nations, all amid declining 
multilateralism. In the midst of conflicts and 
competition, development cooperation suffered, 
impeding progress. 
 
Assuming the G20 Chair, India sought to offer the 
world an alternative to status quo, a shift from a GDP-
centric to human-centric progress. India aimed to 
remind the world of what unites us, rather than what 
divides us. Finally, the global conversation had to 
evolve - the interests of the few had to give way to 
the aspirations of the many. This required a 
fundamental reform of multilateralism as we knew it. 
 
Inclusive, ambitious, action-oriented, and decisive—
these four words defined our approach as G20 
president, and the New Delhi Leaders' Declaration 
(NDLD), unanimously adopted by all G20 members, 
is testimony to our commitment to deliver on these 
principles. Read the full op-ed here.  

 

Op-ed written by Prime Minister of India Shri Narendra Modi 
"Towards a Brighter Tomorrow: India's G20 Presidency and the 

Dawn of a New Multilateralism"  

https://mojzagreb.info/zagreb/ususret-svjetlijoj-budu%C4%87nosti-indijsko-predsjedanje-g20-i-svitanje-novog-multilateralizma-pi%C5%A1e-narendra-modi-premijer-indije
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The 45 International Book Fair - Interliber 2023, the largest literary event in Croatia had a special guest of - 
the world-famous writer and Indian diplomat Vikas Swarup, whose novel was based on the Oscar-winning 
film "Slumdog Millionaire", and whose guest appearance was organized in cooperation with the Embassy of 
to Croatia. Amb. Swarup held also a lecture and book signing on at the fair. The full interview with Amb 
Swarup after the press conference can be found here.  

 

Press conference of the national literary event, the 45th Interliber was 
marked with the special guest, diplomat and author Amb. Vikas Swarup 
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Glimpses of the unique evening in Zagreb with Croatian, Indian & international friends in 
the field of tourism, media & diplomacy, with Amb Vikas Swarup where he presented India, 
the country which makes one discover oneself.  We are sure we have more International 
visitors including our Croatian friends, coming to India in 2024, than what we have seen so 
far. A great evening enjoyed both by guests as well as hosts. 
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The opening ceremony of the Croatian 45 International Book Fair - Interliber 2023, the largest literary 
event in Croatia with more than 300 exhibitors from 13 countries was opened on the 7th November by 
H.E. Mrs. Phd. Nina Obuljen Koržinek, Minister of Culture and Media with inaugural speeches by Amb 
Vikas Swarup & Ambassador Srivastava, Ms Renata Suša, Director of Zagreb Fair and Mr. Tomislav 
Tomašević, Mayor of the City of Grad Zagreb. The special guest of this year's Interliber, the author Vikas 
Swarup: "Books are much more than ink on paper, they connect us through time and space. They are 
bridges to the past, maps to the present, and guides to the future. We celebrate the written words here". 
Find Amb Swarup statement here.  

 
Ambassador Srivastava pointed out that the 30 chapters in the recently published book, would be 
expanded exponentially in the next decade driven by people-to-people ties as Croatia and India has 
convergence in Democracy, complementarity in Demography, and commonality in Diversity. Among those 
new chapters, one would surely be on Books & Authors the beginning of which is taking place today in 
Interliber. The Book Fair in India next year would hopefully have Miro Gavran from Croatia. The director 
of Zagreb Fair, Renata Suša, assessed that Interliber has long gone beyond the limits of the Zagreb Fair. 
She added that her goal is to connect all stakeholders of the publishing industry: readers, institutions, 
publishers, the cultural and economic sector, and the media, with the desire for further development and 
qualitative growth of the country's central literary event. Mayor Tomašević said in the introduction that 
Interliber is not only a traditional autumn gathering of book lovers, but also the largest and most prestigious 
book fair in Croatia and the region, and one of the most important cultural events in Croatia.  Minister 
Obuljen Koržinek mentioned that the translation of International books is important for the future and 
officially opened the 45th edition of Interliber. 
 
 

  

The national literary event, the 45th Interliber was marked with 
the special guest, diplomat and author Amb. Vikas Swarup 

 

https://net.hr/video/autor-knjige-po-kojoj-je-snimljen-milijunas-s-ulice-hrvatska-je-inspirativna-a-citanje-knjiga-je-ipak-zivo-i-dobro-8536ab0c-7dab-11ee-9a2b-3a50bfc1e71d
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The 45th Interliber witnessed a 2-hour-long literary event "The Talk: Vikas Swarup" moderated by 
Croatian writer Jasen Boko. During the event in front of around 200 participants, Amb Swarup pointed out 
his views on his first novel "Q&A" which was translated into 50 languages and won the Prix Grand Public 
at the Paris Book Fair and the South African Boeke Prize. Amb Swarup mentioned that books enabled 
him to see the world in his childhood when he did not see the world outside of India. "As a child, I never 
set foot outside India, but books allowed me to have different experiences. Through books, we bridge 
differences in cultures, they open a view into the totality of human experience", he said, adding that book 
fairs like Interliber are "proof of the resilience and modernity of books". "Croatia is a good example of a 
country that values reading. Interliber is an indicator of the democracy of the imagination," he said. After 
the event, Amb Swarup signed the books for the book lovers of Interliber. The book "Q&A" was translated 
by Vladimir Cvetković Sever and published by Znanje in 2023. The author's second novel "Six Suspects" 
was also translated into the Croatian language in 2013.  The event was attended by Ambassador 
Srivastava, Ms. Renata Suša, Director of the Zagreb fair, Mr. Zvonimir Čimić, Director of the publishing 
house Znanje and Ambassadors from the Czech Republic and Italy. 

 

 

"The Talk: Vikas Swarup" 
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New India at work in diverse sports arenas 

 
The just-concluded Cricket World Cup attracted a tournament-record 1.25 million spectators during the six-
and-a-half-week event, which ended Sunday with Australia beating India by six wickets for its sixth title. The 
International Cricket Council said Tuesday that the tournament had 1,250,307 spectators. With six games 
to go, the spectator figures had already surpassed the one million mark. The India attendance figures 
surpass the earlier marks of the 2015 World Cup held in Australia and New Zealand, which attracted 
10,16,420 spectators and the 2019 edition in England and Wales, which had 7,52,000 fans. The 10-team 
tournament in India saw each team play the others once to advance to the semi-finals. There were 48 
matches played overall for a total average attendance of about 26,000. It was the 13th edition of the World 
Cup, with the first being held in 1975. ICC Head of Events Chris Tetley said the one-day international (ODI) 
tournament had been a "great success." Source. 

World Cup 2023 in India sets all-time tournament attendance record of 1.25 million 

https://www.hindustantimes.com/cricket/ipls-media-rights-value-could-cross-50-billion-in-next-two-decades-arun-dhumal-101701422418605.html
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NEWS ON INDIA 

India's Digital Economy Soars, Targets 20% GDP Share by 2025-26: MoS Rajeev 
Chandrasekhar. In a statement at the Global AI Summit hosted by Britain, Minister of 
State (MoS) for Electronics and Information Technology, Rajeev Chandrasekhar, 
highlighted India's remarkable digital transformation over the past eight years. The MoS 
emphasized that India has significantly increased its digital economy's contribution to the 
total GDP from 4.5% to 11%, with a bold target of reaching 20% by 2025-26. 
Chandrasekhar stressed that the digital and innovation sectors are experiencing growth 
rates two to three times faster than the non-digital segments of the economy. "So for us, 
all things digital represent real bread and butter, real goals and real objectives and 
artificial intelligence is a kinetic enabler of the already accelerating digital economy, 
growth and governments", he said. 
 
India's Healthcare Sector Poised for Tenfold Growth in Digital Transformation by 
2030. India's healthcare industry is set to undergo a profound digital transformation, with 
a report by Boston Consulting Group (BCG) and B Capital forecasting a staggering 
acceleration from $2.7 billion in 2022 to an estimated $37 billion by 2030. This growth is 
attributed to rapid digitization, the rise of innovative healthtech platforms, strategic 
partnerships between startups and established firms, and favourable funding 
environments for viable business models, supported by government initiatives. One 
prominent trend shaping India's digital healthcare landscape is the widespread adoption 
of digital healthcare post-COVID-19. Patients and healthcare providers are increasingly 
comfortable with technology for healthcare interactions, marking a new era in healthcare 
consumption.  
 
India Targets $1 Trillion in Exports by 2030, Focusing on Electronics, Renewable 
Energy, and EVs. Director General of Foreign Trade, Santosh Kumar Sarangi, 
highlighted key areas for India to achieve its $1 trillion merchandise exports goal by 2030. 
Electronics, renewable energy, IT hardware, and electric vehicles (EVs) are identified as 
pivotal sectors. Notably, India's smartphone exports surged to $10.9 billion in FY 23, with 
an 88.9% YoY increase in smartphone exports to $5.6 billion from April to August. The 
Production Linked Incentive scheme for IT hardware, featuring major brands like Dell, 
HP, and Lenovo, is expected to boost exports. The renewable energy sector and the 
growing EV industry are also seen as significant contributors to India's export growth. 
Sarangi emphasized the government's comprehensive approach, including a shift to 
value-added products in traditional sectors like tea, coffee, marine products, and food 
grains. In 2022-23, India's total exports reached $776 billion, with goods accounting for 
$453 billion. 
 
India Sets Course to Transform Airports into Global Connectivity Hubs 
India is formulating a national policy to transform its airports into major international hubs, 
providing seamless global connectivity to South Asia.  This policy, pending cabinet 
approval, aims to establish regulations to streamline security and immigration procedures 
at airports, allocate international flight rights, and develop the necessary infrastructure. 
The objective is to position airports like Delhi as competitive transit hubs, comparable to 
global hubs, according to individuals involved in shaping the policy. In the case of Delhi 
Airport, which currently comprises three terminals, there are plans to connect them 
through a train system. 
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Two acclaimed virtuosos from Croatia, Tihomir Hojsak (double bass) and Filip Novosel (tambura – Croatian 
traditional instrument) visited India to showcase Croatian jazz with Konnakol counting system of 
percussion. The first performance of the group was held at the 'India International Folk Festival' scheduled 
to be held in Shillong from 22-24 November 2023. with the support of the Indian Council For Cultural 
Relations. After the performance in Shillong, the duo visited Oberoi International School Workshops in 
Mumbai, Maharashtra where they gave lectures to the children’s music school. During the visit they have 
also met with the famous Indian chreopgrapher Mr. Terrence Lewis & which held a Croatian tour in 2021 
called “Indradhanush-Rainbow” under the Cultural exchange program of Croatia and India & with the 
partnership of Croatian Ministry of Culture and Media. Ambassador Srivastava who invited the duo to play 
the Independence Day of India 2023 expressed that the two virtuosos in India would create an even 
stronger cultural bridge between Croatia and India.  

 

Croatia in India  
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Read how the Knights Association from Blato conquered India.  
“Here's how they spent time at the Delhi International Dance and Music Festival,  

one of the biggest folklore shows in the world" 

 
The story of the departure of the Knights Association from Korčula Kumpanjija - Blato cronies to India 
began a little less than two years ago, when Ambassador Srivastava visited the oldest settlement on the 
island of Korčula, as part of the Matice Hrvatska Blato project. Fate, or coincidence, wanted the 
Ambassador to come across members of the VU Kumpanji from Blato rehearsing kumpanji, the island's 
oldest, fencing, chain dance made of colours, for the then 58th edition of the Folklore Show in Blato, the 
oldest in the Republic of Croatia, on Plokata. Ambassador Srivastava wasted no time, the people of 
Blaćan soon received an official invitation to India. 
 
"The official invitation arrived at the end of August, for 11 days in India "Nevertheless, we decided to be 
brave, to accept the invitation and the great honour of representing Croatia in distant India, we embarked 
on an extensive organization for which we had very little time," recalled VU Kumpanji president Stjepan 
Bačić. 
 
"Upon our arrival in New Delhi, we immediately performed at the show, which I can certainly call the 
world championship in the context of folklore. From Europe, we were the only ones and Romania, and 
professional societies from all over the world performed, from Kazakhstan, Vietnam, Canada, Panama 
to Russia. We must admit that we were the most impressive, which was confirmed by the biggest 
applause. After the performance, members of other associations took selfies with famous Indians, while 
we stood quietly in line until the captain gave the signal to move. We are guided by discipline and military 
cohesion, comrades. came from the military companies of our island from the distant past," explains 
Duke Nikola proudly. 
 
Although the Kumpanjija from Blato is an amateur association, with a detailed approach to the 
organization they have shown an enviable level of professionalism. From the day of the decision until 
the departure, President Stjepan said that they spent three to four hours a day on preparations to present 
Croatia in the best possible way in India. Funds for the trip had to be secured, the president points out, 
for which he thanks the tourist boards of the county and Croatia, our county and the Ministry of Culture 
and Media, while the organizers Indian Council for Cultural Exchanges - ICCR were responsible for all 
expenses on Indian soil. Read the full article here.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://dubrovacki.slobodnadalmacija.hr/dubrovnik/zupanija/korcula/vitesko-udruzenje-kumpanjija-iz-blata-na-putovanju-u-indiji-evo-kako-su-se-proveli-na-delhi-international-dance-and-music-festivalu-jednoj-od-najvecih-folklornih-smotri-na-svijetu-1342748
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Ambassador Srivastava joined the famous author 
& former Diplomat Amb Vikas Swarup as a guest 
of honour of the largest Croatian book Fair " 
Interliber 2023" held at Zagreb fair, on the Good 
Morning Show on Croatian National Television. 
Ambassador Srivastava appreciated the diversity 
of Croatia and India and the cultural exchanges 
which would bring the two countries closer. He also 
praised the visit of the "Q&A" author which would 
be followed by other visits between the two 
democracies strengthening further bilateral 
people-to-people ties..  

 
Ambassador Srivastava joined Amb Vikas Swarup in 
the interview with Večernji list.  

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

A session on Yoga and sport was held on the 29th 
of November with the participation of Ambassador 
Srivastava, Yogacharya Jadrnako Miklec and Mr. 
Damir Božinović, a long-time yoga teacher and 
practitioner and doctoral student at the Faculty of 
Kinesiology in Zagreb.  He graduated from the 
Faculty of Kinesiology in Split, received his 
master's degree in postgraduate studies at the 
Faculty of Kinesiology in Zagreb and obtained the 
academic degree of Master of Science. He has 
published several scientific and professional 
works. 

 
Ambassador Srivastava hosted distinguished 
friends from Egypt, Kazakhstan, Sweden, 
Netherlands, Vatican and Croatia at India House 
for a special Indian cuisine gathering 
accompanied by good food for thought.  

 
 

 

Ambassador's outreaches  
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The 8th Ayurveda Day, integrated Lectures, an Ayurvedic millet-based culinary workshop and tasting on the 

कृषि षिभाग रायगड - International Year of Millets 2023 were held at the OAZA Joyful Kitchen, in Zagreb on 10th 

November with Mohanji Hrvatska. Ambassador Srivastava highlighted the main theme "Ayurveda for One 
Health", under the slogan "Ayurveda for everyone every day", with a focus on the connection between all living 
beings and the environment. Amb noted that this year's theme is in line with the theme of G20 India's 
chairmanship, 'Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam', under which the Declaration emphasizes the 'One Health' approach 
by addressing various aspects of health, including nutrition. The rich programme also saw a Lecture on millets 
from the aspect of the Ayurveda Adhara Centre by Irena Svenda, a cooking workshop, and a Presentation of 
the humanitarian platform ACT4Hunger, Devi Mohan, global president of the international humanitarian 
organization ACT. The event was closed with a Dance performance of Kathak dance by Ivana Surya and a 
tasting of millet dishes and Ayurvedic teas. 

 

 

The 8th Ayurveda Day: "Ayurveda for everyone every day" 
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The keynote speech was given by former Croatian President Mr Ivo Josipović who mentioned the important lesson 
for the EU from the experience of unification of India under the great leadership of Sardar Patel, especially in the 
current times when the world is divided and the EU is trying to create a unified voice. Ambassador Srivastava 
mentioned the past decade's experience of India's governance under which India has moved to "Unite & Serve" 
where the People and environment are at the centre of focus and therefore strengthening Democracy, 
Demography, and Diversity.  Mr. Mislav Ježić, Indology Professor at the University of Zagreb presented an analysis 
of the EU and other topics while Prof. Ivan Andrijanić, Head of the Department of Indology & Far Eastern Studies, 
gave a presentation on the role of Vallabhbhai Jhaverbhai Patel in uniting 565 self-governing princely states for 
which he spent 3 years. 

 

 

The National Unity Day of India & the 145th Bith Anniversary Vallabhbhai Jhaverbhai Patel the "Iron Man 
of India" was celebrated at Napredak, Zagreb in cooperation with the Croatian Indian Society on 31st 
October 2023 with a Seminar on Human-Centric  Governance: “From Divide & Rule to Unite & Serve” 
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“Diaspora as Bridge” - Connecting Communities & Culture on the 
16th of November at Napredak 

Ambassador Srivastava participated at the event “Diaspora as Bridge” - Connecting Communities & Culture 
on the 16th of November at Napredak and presented an outline of Diaspora Diplomacy, an important 
dimension of Human-centric Governance, Globalisation, and Growth. During his speech, Amb mentioned 
the positive contributions of over 40 million strong India's diaspora globally in the fields of education, 
economy, skills, science, healthcare, innovation, culture, & and spirituality. Indian Embassies abroad are 
home away from home for the Indian diaspora today. Croatian MP Ms Zdravka Bušić highlighted the 
diaspora contribution to humanitarian efforts, especially in times of crisis or natural disasters positively 
affecting the homeland. The Indology professors Mr. Ivan Andrijanić and Mr. Mislav ježić explained the 
importance of India's diaspora from 2500 years back till now, including of Pravasi Bhartiya Diwas 
celebrations on 9 January each year for almost two decades in India and the fact that in January 2023 in 
17th Pravasi Bhartiya Diwas in Indore (the cleanest city of India), among one of the 27 global awardees 
was Mr Joginder Singh from Croatian Indian Society, who has done great work in connecting people of 
Croatia and India. 
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The opening ceremony of CroArgo and Healthy Food and Living fairs witnessed the speeches of Renata Suša, director 
of the Zagreb Fair, Mr. Mladen Jakopović, president of the Croatian Chamber of Agriculture, H.E. Mr. Raj Kumar 
Srivastava, Ambassador of India to Croatia, Mr. Tugomir Majdak, State Secretary in the Ministry of Agriculture of the 
Republic of Croatia & envoy of the Prime Minister of the Republic of Croatia, M.Sc. sc. Martina Ciglević, assistant 
adviser to the President of the Republic of Croatia for the economy and representative of the President of the Republic. 
The event was opened by Mr. Tomislav Tomašević, Mayor of the City of Zagreb who praised the partnership of the 
friends of India which has established a strong bond between the City of Zagreb, Zagreb Fair and India in the field of 
Culture and now in the field if Healthy Living lifestyle. In his speech, Ambassador Srivastava referred to the legacy of 
Nikola Tesla that the secrets of the universe can be understood by thinking in terms of frequency, vibration and energy, 
and expressed his happiness that fair started with blissful Indian classical music on Sitar & Tabla.  Healthy Living is a 
mindset and lifestyle matters more than medical issues. 90% of global ailments are connected to three issues Anxiety, 
Metabolism, and Stamina and stability. Broadly speaking all three have direct solutions through healthy living using 
principles of Yoga, Meditation, & Ayurveda, all three of which would be presented through consultations and 
workshops during the fair with India as the partner country. Ambassador also mentioned that the opening of the Fair 
coincided with the ending of G20 India's presidency whose motto Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam, which translates to "One 
Earth, One Family, One Future," is also a mindset matter where we see our existential reality which is of Unity. Find 
the full speech here.  

 
 

India is the partner country of  CroArgo and Healthy Food and Living fairs 

https://www.facebook.com/zagreb.hr/videos/392179159810955
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Find out more how to participate here.  

https://fb.me/e/2VEZQRkhP
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*** 
Compiled by 

Embassy of India, Zagreb 
*If you do not wish to continue to receive our newsletters, you can unsubscribe by replying “unsubscribe” to this email. 

 

 

 

Announcing the Scientific forum Expanding the Human Knowledge Frontiers through 
Quantum & Space Science 

 

https://www.indianembassyzagreb.gov.in/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/India-in-Zagreb/1605194046400561
https://twitter.com/India_Croatia

